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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

The Food and Nutrition Service has conducted periodic
surveys of food stamp households to determine the
characteristics and circumstances of program
beneficiaries. This report presents the results of
the most recent survey of almost 7,000 participating
households in the 50 States and the District of
Columbia. It describes the economic and demographic
circumstances of food stamp participants in August
1982.

_.-' c

Over 20 million people in the United States
received Food stamp benefits in August 1982. The
results presented here portray a cross section of
this caseload after the implementation of the Omnibus
Budget Reconciliation Act of 1981 and the Food Stamp
and Commodity Distribution Amendments of 1981. At
the time these data were gathered:

o The average gross in_ome of all participating
households was $356 per month. Almost 8 percent '
reported no gross income For the month. Over 42
percent of all food stamp households had a total
gross income that was less than half of the
Bureau of Census poverty guidelines; nearly g5
percent were below the poverty line.

0 Nearly 42 percent of all food stamp households
also received benefits under Aid to Families with
Dependent Children {AFDC). Eighteen percent had
earned income. Social Security and Supplemental
Security Income (SSI) were received by 19 percent
and 18 percent of all Food stamp households,
respectively.

o The average deduction from gross income was
s15g per month. The most frequent
deduction--other than the standard deduction
available to every household--was for excess
shelter costs, claimed by 67 percent of all food
stamp households. About 18 percent claimed a
deduction for earned income. Both the dependent
care and medical deductions were used relatively
infrequently--by about 2 percent of all food stamp
households--but they provided a substantial
deduction For those househo.lds able to claim them.



o The average monthly food stamp benefit was
$105 per household. Nearly 19 percent of all food
stamp households had no net income after taking
the allowable deductions from gross income, and
thus received the maximum allowable benefit.
About 8 percent received the minimum $10 benefit
guaranteed to all participating one- and
two-person households.

o When food stamp benefits were counted along with
cash income, the percentage of food stamp
households with income below the poverty line fell
from 95 percent to g2 percent. Program benefits

- had an even greater effect on the poorest
households: the income of 27 percent of the
participating households rose to at least half of

rthe poverty line as a result of their food stamp
benefi t.

o The average food stamp household included
2.8 people, but there was substantial variation
among different household types. Households with
school-age children included an average of 3.7
people. Households with earned income averaged
3.7 people. Households with elderly members were
typically smaller, averaging only 1.6 persons.
Over half of all food stamp households had only
one or two people. ,

o Approximately 70 percent of the heads of food
stamp households were women. The average age of
female household heads was 41 years; the average
age of male heads was 43 years.

o Forty-seven percent of all the people
participating in the Food Stamp Program were
children {less than 18 years old). Eight percent
were elderly (60 years old or older). About 3
percent were disabled. Thus, about 60 percent of
all food stamp participants were either very
young, very old, or disabled.

4

.

o Twenty-one percent of all food stamp households
had at least one elderly member. Almost go
percent of all elderly participants lived alone or
with one other person (usually elderly as well).
After adjusting for the differences in average
household size, households with elderly members
had relatively higher income, and consequently
lowerbenefits, than households with no elderly
members. Only 8 percent of the households with
elderly members had a gross income that was less
than half of the poverty line. Over 29 percent
received the $10 minimum benefit.

o Approximately 18 percent of all food stamp
households reported earned income. These



°

v

households tended to be larger than average and
had relatively high income ($543 per month, on
average). About 63 percent of these households
had no additionat income beyond their earnings.

o Fifty-eight percent of all participating food
stamp households included children. These
households were predominantly headed by women.
Households with children were typically larger and
had higher incomes than those without children.

· . . ,. ·



°

INTRODUCTION

· The Food Stamp Program is a nationwide program which
helps low-income families and individuals buy the
foods they need to maintain an adequate diet. This
assistance is in the form of coupons that can be
redeemed for food in authorized food stores, thus

.increasing the purchasing power of low-income
households. The program is authorized by Congress,
administered nationally by the U.S. Department of
Agriculture's Food and Nutrition Service (FNS), and
run through State welfare agencies and their local
offices. An aver.age of 20.4 million people in the 50
States, Guam and the Virgin Islands received food
stamp benefits each month during fiscal year 1982 at
a total cost of over $10 billion.

Because food stamp benefits add to the resources
available to low-income households, the Food Stamp
Program can be considered part of the Federal income
maintenance system. It is distinct from other income
maintenance programs in two important ways. First,
it is designed to provide nutritional assistance to
low-income households. Thus, program benefits--the
food stamps--can be used only to buy food. Second,
the program is distinguished by the absence of
categorical restrictions on eligibility and
participation. Unlike Aid to Families with Dependent
Children (AFDC) or Supplemental Security Income
(SSI), for example, program eligibility is not
limited to specific types of people (for example,
mothers with dependent children, the elderly, or the
disabled). Instead, the Food Stamp Program is
available to all who meet the income and resource
standards set by Congress. Thus, program
participants are likely to represent a broad spectrum
of the low-income population.

The Food and Nutrition Service has conducted periodic
surveys of food stamp households to determine the
characteristics and circumstances of program
beneficiaries. This report presents the results of
the most recent survey of about 7,000 participating
households in the 50 States and the District of
Columbia. The purpose of this report is to describe
in detail the economic and demographic circumstances
of food stamp participants in August I982. It is
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intended to serve as a supplement to two recently
released Food and Nutrition Service reports:
Characteristics of Food Stamp Households: August
1981 and The Effects of Legislative Chan_es in 1981
aT1982 on Food Stamp Pro_ram Benefits: Interim
Report to Congress. These two reports provide more
information on the legislative history of the Food
Stamp Program, trends in the characteristics of food
stamp households, and economic changes which affected
participation, cost and benefit levels.

Chapter 1 provides an overview of the structure,
size, and economic context of the Food Stamp Program

. in August lg82. Chapter 2 describes August lg82 food
stamp household circumstances in some detail.
Chapter 3 presents an extensive set of detailed
tabulations of household characteristics in August
Ig82. The appendixes to this report contain
supplemental tables and a brief description of the
sample design. The reference population for the
discussion which follows and for the detailed tables
in chapter 3 is the August 1982 food stamp population
in the 50 States and the Oistrict of Columbia.
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CHAPTER 1: AN OVERVIEW OF THE FOOD STAMP PROGRAM
6

Both the structure of the Food Stamp Program and the
characteristics of program participants change over
time. As-eligibility requirements established by
Congress change, the number and characteristics of
participating households change. Similarly, the
economic health of the Nation or underlying

.demographic trends may alter the need for program
benefits in general or in particular segments of the
population. This chapter provides some background on
the general context of the Food Stamp Program in
AUgust 1982.

The chapter begins with an overview of the
eligibility requirements that were in place in
August 1982 and a brief description of legislation
implemented since August 1981, the most recent prior
period for which participant characteristics are
reported. This is followed by a brief summary of
total program costs, participation and economic
conditions in 1982.

)

PROGRAM Each household had to meet certain uniform standards

ELIGIBILITY to qualify for food stamp benefits in August 'Ig82.
REQUIREMENT_ IN These included an income limit, a resource limit, and
AUGUST 1982 · a variety of nonfinancial criteria. Each of these

is discussed briefly below.

Income To be eligible for food stamps, most households'
Eligibility gross income had to fall below 130 percent of the
Standards Federal poverty guidelines. For those households

with elderly or disabled members, net income after
certain allowable deductions from its gross income
had to be less than 100 percent of the poverty
guidelines. Gross income included all cash payments
to the households with the exception of a few

1 This discussion is based on the structure of the
FOod Stamp Program as it existed in August 1982.
While many of the rules described are still in
place, some are not. The Food Stamp Act Amendments
of lg82 modified several aspects of the program
beginning in F'iscal Year 1983. Because these
changes were not in place in August 1982 and did
not affect the eligibility or benefits of the food
stamp households described in this report, they are
not discussed here. The reader should not

interpret this section as a description of the
current Food Stamp Program.
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specific types excluded by law or regulation (such as
loans, nonrecurring lump sum payments, and
reimbursement of certain expenses). The following
deductions were then subtracted from the household's
gross income to determine its net income:

o A standard deduction adjusted periodically to
reflect changes in the cost of living. The
standard deduction was $85 in the 48 contiguous
States and the District of Columbia in August
1982.

o An earned income deduction for working households
. equal to 18 percent of the combined earnings of

household members.

o A dependent care deduction for the expenses
j invotved in caring for children or other
dependents while household members worked or
sought employment.

o An excess shelter deduction for those shelter
costs (such as rent, mortgage payments, utility
bills, property taxes, and insurance) that
exceeded 50 percent of the household's income
remaining after all other deductions were'taken.
For most households, the combined value of the
dependent care and excess shelter deductions could,
not exceed a maximum set by law and adjusted
peri,odically to reflect changes in the cost of
living. The limit in Augus't1982 for households
living in the 48 contiguous St_ltes and the
District of C.olumbia was $115'_ Households with
an elderly (age 60 or older) or disabled member
were exempted from this limit--they were entitled
to subtract the full value of all shelter costs
greater than 50 percent of their adjusted income.

o In addition, households with an elderly or
disabled member could qualify for a special
medical deduction. These households could deduct
all medical costs exceeding $35 incurred by the
elderly or disabled person. Medical expenses
reimbursed by insurance or government programs
were not deductible.

2 Both the standard deduction and the ceiling on
the combined value of the dependent care and excess
shelter deductions in Alaska, Hawaii, Guam, and the
Virgin Islands were _djusted to reflect price
differences from the mainland. See appendix D for
the value of each in August 1982.
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After subtracting these allowable deductions from
gross income, the household's net income was then
compared to a table of monthly income limits based on
the official poverty guidelines set by the Office of
Management and Budget {OMB). These guidelines vary
by household size and are updated annually te reflect
changes in the cost of living. The Food Stamp
Program income limits are adjusted each July to
correspond to the most recent OMB poverty guidelines.
In August 1982, a four-person family living in one of
the 48 contiguous States, the District of Columbia,
Guam, or the Vir§in Islands could qualify for the
program with a net monthl_ income of $775 and a gross
income of $1,008 or less -j

Resource . The value of assets available to a household further
Eligibility restricted program eligibility. Most households were
Standards permitted up to $1,500 in countable resources.

Households with two or more people, at least one of
Whom was 60 years old or older, were allowed up to
$3,000. Countable resources included cash on hand
and assets which could easily be converted to cash,
such as money in checking or savings accounts,
savings certificates, stocks or bonds, and lump sum
payments. They also included such nonliquid assets
as personal property, vehicles, buildings, and land.
The family home and lot, one family car if under
$4,500 in value, and tools of a trade or business

· property used in earning the family income were not
counted.

Nonfinancial People could qualify for benefits only as part of a
Eligibility "food stamp household." In general terms, a food
Standards stamp household consisted of an individual Who lived

alone or who lived with others but usually purchased
and prepared food separately; and groups of
individuals who lived, purchased food, and prepared
meals together. Parents, under 60 years old, living
with their children were counted as a single
household. Some restrictions were placed on the
participation of aliens, students, strikers, and
residents of institutions. The income, resources, and
deductible expenses of all persons in the food stamp
household were counted Go determine the household's
eligibility for benefits.

The Food Stamp Program included several provisions to
encourage able-bodied participants to seek and hold
jobs. With certain exceptions, physically and
mentally fit food stamp participants had to register
for and accept suitable employment. The exceptions.
to thiswork registration requirement included:

o People under 18 or over 60 years of age.

3 Separate income limits were also computed for
both Alaska and Hawaii. See appendix C for the
full array for each household size.
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0 Physically or mentally disabled people.

o People participating in AFDC's work incentive
program (WIN).

o Caretakers of dependent children less than 6
years old or incapacitated adults.

o Caretakers of dependent children less than
18 years old in households where another
able-bodied parent was registered for work or
working full time.

.o People receiving unemployment compensation.

o Participants in drug addiction or alcoholic
treatment and rehabilitation programs.

t_

_.. 'f

o People who were working at least 30 hours per
week.

o Selected types of students.

An active Job search was required of some work
registrants. Furthermore, applicant households whose
primary wage earner voluntarily quit a Job without
good cause were made-ineligible for 60 days.

I

Benefit The maximum amount of food stamps a household could
Computation receive was equal to the cost of the Thrifty Food

Plan (TFP) adjusted for different household sizes.
The maximum allotments are revised periodically to
reflect changes in the cost of foods included in the
TFP. The maximum allotment for a family of four in
the 48 States and the District of Columbia was $233
per month in August 1982.4

The foodstamp benefit issued to each household was
based on the number of people in the household and
the amount of net income available after subtracting
the allowable deductions. Monthly benefits were
equal to the maximum coupon allotment for that
household less 30 percent of its net income.
Benefits were prorated to the date of application
during the initial month of participation. All one-
and two-person households that qualified for the
program, however, were guaranteed a minimum benefit
of at least $10 per month.

4 Separate plans were developed for selected
outlying areas. The maximum coupon allotments for
each household size in the 48 States and the
District of Columbia, Alaska, Hawaii, Guam, and the
Virgin Islands are shown in appendix E.
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RECENT The August 1982 characteristics do not reflect the
LEGISLATIVE most recent changes made to the Food Stamp Program.
CHANGES The Food Stamp Act Amendments of 1982 (Public Law

97-253) enacted a number of measures that changed
eligibility and benefit determination rules. Among
other changes this law:

o Reestablished a net income screen at 100 percent
of poverty (in addition to the gross income
screen) for households with no elderly or disabled
members.

o Rounded household benefits and adjustments to the
. maximum allotments, standard deduction and

dependent care/excess shelter cap to the nearest
lower dollar.

o Reduced the Thrifty Food Plan by one percent when
adjusted on October 1, 1982; October 1, 1983; and
October 1, 1984.

o Delayed the cost-of-living adjustment to the
standard deduction and the dependent care/excess
shelter cap.

o Eliminated initial prorated allotments less than
$10.

)

o Further restricted the eligibility of college
students.

o Tightened provisions for claiming the standard
utility allowance.

Implementation of the 1982 Amendments began in .
October 1982.
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CHAPTER 2: CHARACTERISTICS OF FOOD STAMP HOUSEHOLDS IN AUGUST 1982

Approximately 20.4 million people in 7.5 million
households received food stamp benefits in August
1982. ° This chapter addresses basic questions
about the characteristics of these households by
looking at their income, deductions, benefits,

. assets, and household composition in some detail.
The results presented here portray a cross section of
the program's caseload Just after the implementation
of, program changes required by the Omnibus Budget
Reconciliation Act of 1981 and the Food Stamp and
COmmodity Distribution Amendments of lgsl, but prior
to the changes required by the 1982 Amendments. Most
of the information in this chapter deals with
characteristics of the entire food stamp household.
In some cases, however, characteristics of individual
participants are also presented. Additional
information about each topic can be found in the
detailed tabulations of Chapter 3.

GROSS MONTHLY The average gross income of all participating ,
INCOME households in the 50 States and the District of

Columbia was $356 per month. 6 Almost 8 percent
reported no gross income in August 1982; 42 percent
reported a monthly income of less than $300 (see
figure 1). Only 13 percent had monthly income in
excess of $600.

The distribution of gross income was heavily
influenced by the large number of small households in
the program. Forty-eight percent of all households
with income below $300 were single-person households.
Two-thirds of all single-person households had an
income below $300, compared to just

5 The information reported here and in chapter 3 is
limited to August 1982 food stamp participants in
the 50 States and the District of Columbia.

6 It should be noted that the statistics reported
in this and subsequent sections are based on
information recorded in food stamp casefiles by
State eligibility workers. These figures have not
been corrected for possible underreporting or
nonreporting of income.
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13 percent of those with at least five members.
There were several reasons for this pattern. The
food stamp income eligibility limits varied with
household size, making small households ineligible at
lower income levels than large households. Transfer
payments from other welfare programs al_o tended to
increase with household size. The average public
assistance payment (including both AFDC and General
Assistance) to food stamp households receiving such
payments, for example, ranged from $150 in one-person
households to $384 in households with eight or more
persons. In addition, larger households were more
likely to have earned income in substantial amounts;

-only 8 percent of the one-person households reported
earnings, averaging $140 per month, while 23 percent
of the four-person households reported average
earnings of $424 per month, and 42 percent of the
households with eight or more people reported
earnings of $680.

One way to account for the influence of household
size on gross income is to examine the status of food

stamp households with _espect to the official
definition of poverty.- As shown in table l, over
40 percent of all food stamp households had total
incomes that were less than or equal to half of the
poverty guidelines_ nearly 95 percent'were below the
poverty line.

7 The definition of poverty is adjusted for
household size. The Office of Management and
Budget and the Bureau of Census poverty guidelines
used by the Food Stamp Program in August 1982 are
shown in appendix B. A word of caution is in order
when comparisons are made to the poverty population
defined by the Bureau Of the Census. Census counts
households as poor if their annual cash income
falls below the poverty guidelines. [n contrast,
households were eligible for food stamps if their
monthl_ cash income fell below the program's net or
gross Income limits. Because household income may
vary from month to month, a household may be
eligible for food stamps in one month, but
ineligi,ble the next. Therefore, some households
eligible for food stamps for 1 or more months may
have annual incomes above the poverty line. On the
other hand, households with assets worth more than
the food stamp asset limit could be ineligible for
food stamps in any month, although their monthly
and annual incomes were well below the poverty
line.
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Table 1--Poverty status of food stamp households,
August Ig82

i i i j iI m ii

Gross income as a Percentage of Cumulative
percent of poverty a all households percentage

mi i i i i

50% or less 42.1 42.1

51 to 100% 52.5 94.6

101%*or more 5.4 100.0

Number of households
(in thousands) 7,487

i, m ii i i

Source: August 1982 Food Stamp Quality Control sample.

a Wetghted average Bureau of Census poverty thresholds
by famtly size.
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NET MONTHLY A household's net income was determined by
INCOME subtracting certain allowable deductions from its

gross monthly income. The level of net income then
determined the household's monthly benefit. Average
net income was $205 per month in August 1982. Nearly
lg percent of all households had no net income after
subtracting the allowable deductions from their gross
income (see figure 1). These households received the
maximum coupon allotment. About three-quarters of
all participating households had net income less than
$300 per month, and g5 percent had net income under
$600 a month.

SOURCE OF As table 2 shows, a large number of food stamp
INCOME 'households also received cash benefits from at least

one of the major income transfer programs (AFDC,
Social Security, and SSI). At the same time, there
wa_ a substantial number of households that
supplemented limited earnings with food stamp
benefits. Nearly g3 percent of all households had
income from at least one of these sources.

Aid to Families Nearly 42 percent of all food stamp households
With Dependent received AFDC benefits. On average, these households
Children supplemented $83 from other sources with a $308 AFDC

payment, for a total gross income of $391 per month.
Seventy-six pe_cedt of these households, however, had
no income other than the AFDC grant. About 7 percent,
had earnings, 8 percent also received SSI, and 7
percent received Social Security or other retirement
benefits.

Earned Income Eighteen percent of all food stamp households
reported income from salaries, wages, and
self-employment. Households with earned income were
generally larger and had substantially higher income
than nonearners. The average household size for
those with earnings was 3.7 people. Average earnings
amounted to $450 out of an average gross income of
$543 per month. About 63 percent of these households
reported no income other than earnings. Approximately
21 percent received AFDC:in addition to their
earnings.

Social Secbrity About 19 percent of participating food stamp
households received income from Social Security,
averaging about $273 per month. About 41 percent of
these households had no other source of income; about
39 percent also received SSI.

Supplemental Nearly 17**percent of all food stamp households
Security Income received SSI payments. The average SSI benefit was

$199 per month. This was the only source of income
for 26 percent of these households. Another 52
percent received SSI in combination with Social
Security and other retirement benefits.
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Table 2--Major sources of income among food stamp households,
August lgB2

(Number in thousands)

· m ii mm
i I

Food Stamp Households

Source of Income Number Percent a

Aid to Families with
Dependent Children 3,110 41.5%

Earnings b 1,316 17.6
.:_?'*

Social Security 1,387 18.5

Supplemental Security Income 1,272 17.0

Source: Auguqt 1982 Food Stamp' Quality Cohtrol sample.

a Because households may have income from more than one source,
these percentages are not additive.

b Includes wages, salaries, self-employment, and farm income.
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DEDUCTIONS The Food Stamp Act provides for standardized
FROM GROSS deductions from gross income when determining
INCOME household eligibility and benefits. In August 1982

these included a standard deduction for all
households, earned income and dependent care
deductions for earners, a medical deduction for the
elderly and disabled, and an excess shelter expense
deduction. The combined value of the dependent care
and excess shelter deductions was capped for all
nonelderly and nondisabled households. The
deductions were designed to compensate for certain
expenses which make gross income an inaccurate

.*measure of the need for food stamp benefits.

Almost 74 percent of all food stamp households
cleimed at least one deduction other than the
standard. The average deduction to which households
were entitled, including the value of the standard,
was $159 per month.8 The average entitlement for
all deductions other than the standard was $74 per
month (see figure 2).

The frequency with which the different deductions
were claimed varied dramatically. The excess shelter
deduction was claimed by 67 percent of all
participating households. The average value of the
shelter deduction among those who claimed it was $85,
per month. Twenty-seven percent of all food stamp
households (and over 42 percent of those claiming the
excess shelter deduction) were affected by the
ceilingplaced on the combined value of the dependent
care and excess shelter deductions. Four percent of
all food stamp households (15 percent of the elderly
and disabled households), exempted from the ceiling,
were entitled to a deduction above the cap. The
average shelter deduction among these households was
$183 per month.

8 A distinction should be made between a
household's deduction:entitlement and the amount
actually used to compute food stamp benefits. The
entitlement is the deduction that a household
would receive on the basis of its earned income,
dependent care costs, shelter costs, and medical
expenses if the total of these allowable
deductions was less than its gross income.
Households with total deductions greater than
their gross income "used" only a portion of their
deduction entitlement since any negative net
incomes were treated as zero in computing
benefits. The value of the deductions actually
used in August 1982, that ii, the difference
between average gross and average net income, was
$151, or 95 percent of the average total deduction
entitlement of food stamp households.
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Figure 2 -- Distribution of ParttctlMttng Food Stamp Households By Value of All Deductions
August zge2
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Approximately 18 percent of all food stamp households
claimed the earned income deduction, averaging $8[
per month. When earned income was present, it was
typically present in substantial amounts. Thus many
households with earnings were able to claim sizable
deductions: 38 percent were entitled to a deduction
of more than $[00 a month.

Both the dependent care and medical deductions were
used relatively infrequently. For those who were
able to claim one or the other, however, they
provided a substantial deduction from gross income.
Thedependent care deduction was claimed by about

2 percent of all participating households and by
about 9 percent of those with earned income. Among
those with the deduction, the average claim was $84
per month. Similarly, the medical deduction was
claimed by about 2 percent of all participating
households but by about 11 percent of all households
with elderly members. The average claim among those
with the deduction was $51.

FO00 STAMP The average monthly food stamp benefit reported in
BENEFITS this survey was $105 per household (or about $37.60

per person).9 Over half of all participating
households received benefits between I50 and $150 per
month. Nearly 8 percent of the households received
the minimum $10 benefit guaranteed to one- and two- ,
person households.

About 77 percent of the households with minimum
benefits had at least one elderly member. This high
proportion of elderly households was caused by two
characteristics. First, elderly participants were
typically found in smaller households: 88 percent of
the households with elderly contained only one or two
persons. Second, households with elderly were

9 In comparison to the sample survey data reported
here, Food Stamp Program administrative data for
August lg82 show an average benefit of $106 per

household and $38.53 per person (Food Stamp
Pro,ram Update for Aul)ust 1982, Food and Nutrition
_ervice, USDA). Most of the difference is due to
sampling error. Because the August 1982 survey is
based on a sample of food stamp households, there
is some uncertainty associated with a point
estimate such as average benefit. In addition,
the population from which the Food Stamp Quality
Control sample is selected excludes certain
categories of households (see appendix Fl. If the
average benefit among the excluded households is

higher than average, estimates from the Quality
Control sample will be lower than those from
program data.
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relatively better off than those with nonelderly
members: the per capita gross and net incomes of
elderly households were about twice as high as those
of households with no elderly. Thus, they were more
likely to be protected by the minimum benefit than
other households.

Effect on The previous discussion of gross income levels showed
Poverty Status that food stamp participants generally fell well

below the poverty line. The offical definition of
poverty is based on the cash income of household
members before taxes and after cash transfer
payments, but it does not include the value of

_in-kind benefits such as food stamps. If the Food
Stamp Program is viewed in the general context of
income maintenance programs, however, it can be
argued that food stamp benefits, which increase a
household's total resources, should be included in
any measurement of a household's poverty status. In
this way, the effect of food stamp benefits in
reducing the number of households in poverty can also
be measured. Table 3 compares the poverty status of
participating households before the transfer of food
stamp benefits, based on cash income only, and after
the transfer, counting the value of food stamps
received along with cash income. 10

By counting food stamp benefits along with cash
income, the percentage of food stamp households below
the poverty line decreased from 95 percent to 92
percent. In other words, 3 percent of the
participating households were moved above the poverty
line as a result of their food stamp benefit.
Program benefits had an even greater effect on the
poorest households: over a quarter of the
participating households were moved to at least half
of the poverty line as a result of their food stamp
benefit. The proportion of food stamp households
with incomes above the poverty line increased 60
percent (from 5 to 8 percent} when food stamp
benefits were counted, while the proportion remaining
below half of the poverty line was reduced by nearly
two-thirds {from 42 to 15 percent}.

10 This comparison assumes that program
participants value their food stamp benefits at
face value. For a general discussion of this and
related issues, see U.S. Bureau of the Census,
Technfcal Paper No. 50, Alternative Methods for

· ¥aluin_ Selected In-Kind-Transfer Benefits and
Measur_n_ Their Effect on Poverty, Washington,
D.C., 1982.
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Table 3--Effect of food stamp benefits on poverty status
of food stamp households, August 1982

· iii

Distribution of households in
relation to poverty line

income as a percentage Based on cash Based on income and Change in
of poverty tncome only food stamp benefit percentage points

50_ or less 42.1_ 15.3_ -26.8

51 to 1003 52.5 76.2 +23.7 /

101_ or more 5.3 8.5 + 3.2

Number of households
(in thousands) 7,487 7,487

Source: August 1982 Food Stamp Quality Control sample.
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ASSETS The August 1982 survey collected limited information
on the assets of participating households. Over
three-fourths of the food stamp households had no
assets counted toward the resource limit. Another 21
percent had countable assets of $500 or less.
Households with elderly or disabled members had
somewhat higher asset levels, but few had more than
$1,000 in countable resources in spite of a higher
resource limit ($3,000 for each household with at
least two members). Across _ll households, countable
assets averaged $58 in August 1982, while households
with elderly members had an average of $145.

CASELOAD The average size of a food stamp household was about
COMPOSITION 2.8 persons in August lg82, but there was

considerable variation among different household
tyges. The average for households with school age
cli:ildren,for example, was 3.7 persons. Households
with earned income and households with children both
averaged 3.7 persons. Households with elderly
contained an average of only 1.6 persons. Over
one-half of all food stamp households contained only
one or two people.

· The heads of food stamp households were predominantly
female (70 percent). The typical household was led
by a woman, with an average age of 41 years. The
average age of male household heads was 43 years.
Overall, half of all household heads were between 27
and 55 years old. Forty-six percent were white, 37
percent black, and about 10 percent were of Hispanic
origin.

The age distribution of all people receiving food
stamps was substantially different from the age
distribution of household heads. Forty-seven percent
of all food stamp participants were 17 years old or
younger. Another 8 percent were 60 years or older,
and approximately 3 percent were disabled. Thus,
nearly 60 percent of all food stamp participants were
either very young, very old, or disabled.

About 59 percent of all program participants were
female. Female adults, ages 18 to 59 years,
outnumbered their male counterparts by over 2 to 1.
This in large part reflected the sizable number of
food stamp households that also received AFDC. It
also should be noted that the poverty rate among
households headed by females in 1982 was 42
percent,-almost three times the overall rate.

Most participating food Stamp households could be
categorized into a few overlapping but fairly
discrete groups: mothers with 'dependent children,
low income households with earners, and the elderly.
As table 4 shows, 72 percent of all food stamp
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Table 4--Food stamp caseload composition, August 1982
(Number in thousands)

Food Stamp Households

Household Type Number Percent
i

Female head with children 2,693 36.0

Elderly 1,284 17.2

Earner 658 8.8

Female head/earner 563 7.5

E1derly/earner 85 1.1

Elderly/femalehead 89 1.2

Female head/elderly/earner 9 0 .!

None of the 'above 27105 28.1

Total 7,487 100.0 '

Source: August 1982 Food Stamp Quality Control sample.
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households fell into one or more of these groups: 45
percent were headed by women with dependent children,
18 percent were households reporting earned income,
and 20 percent had at least one elderly member. Only
28 percent did not belong to any of these groups.

Households With Almost 80 percent of all food stamp benefits in
Children August 1982 were issued to households with children,

somewhat more than 60 percent of all participating
households. These households were predominantly
headed by women (76 percent).

Households with children were typically larger and
.had higher income than households without children.

The average household size was 3.7 persons in those
households with children, compared to an average of
1._ persons in households without children. The
average gross income among households with children
was $406 per month, compared to $287 per month in
those without children. Households with children
received an average benefit of $142 per month (or $38
per person) while those without children received $52
per month (or $35 per person).

Over three-quarters of the households headed by women
with children received public assistance. The
average size of these households was 3.4 people.
These households had an average gross income of 5376,_
an average net income of $212, and an average monthly
food stamp benefit of 5137 (or 540 per person).

Households With Households with elderly members accounted for almost
Elderly 20 percent of the total food stamp caseload in August

1982 but since they were smaller on average and had
relatively higher income, they received less than 8
percent of all benefits issued that month.
Over forty-four percent of all one-person households
were elderly (that is, single elderly persons living
alone or certified as a separate food stamp unit
within a larger household). Eighty-eight percent of
all elderly participants either lived by themselves
or with one other person, Nearly 6g percent of all
elderly households were headed by women, about 56
percent were single elderly women living alone and 13
percent were living with others.

After adjusting for the differences in household
size, households with elderly members had relatively
higher income than those without elderly members.
Only 8 percent had a gross income below half of the
poverty line. Average gross income per person was
nearly twice as high among the elderly--5228 versus
511S per month.

Similarly, the average net income of 5137 per person
in elderly households was double the 556 per person
found in other households. Thus. averaoe benefit_
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per person were substantially less among the
elderly--S26 versus $39 per month. Over 29 percent
of the households with elderly members received the
minimum $10 benefit, compared to 2 percent of the
households without elderly persons.

About 88 percent of the elderly households had income
from either Social Security or SSI. About 35 percent
had income from both. As a result of this coverage,
elderly households were less likely than nonelderly
households (2 percent versus g percent') to report the
absence of all income. Only 6 percent of the
households with elderly reported earned income,

-however.

Households With Eighteen percent of the food stamp households
Earned Income reported income earned income in August 1982. They

received a similar share (lg.5 percent) of benefits
issued that month. About 8 percent of all household
heads were employed in full-time Jobs (that is,
working at least 30 hours per week). Another ¢
percent were working part time and ! percent were
self-employed. Someone other than the household head
was the primary wage earner in the remaining
households.

As noted in the earlier discussion of income sources,
households with earned income were generally larger '
than average and somewhat more likely to include
children. Because of the relatively large average
earnings ($450 per month) and the higher income
limits faced by these households, their gross income
was substantially larger than that of households
without earnings ($543 versus $316). They received
an average per capita benefit of about $31, compared
to $40 among households without earned income.

OTHER PROGRAM Able-bodied food stamp participants were required to
CHARACTERISTICS register for work and accept employment if offered.

Table 5 shows that over 40 percent of all adult
Work participants (that is, those who, on the basis of age
Registration alone, could reasonably §e presumed able to work)

were either employed full time or met the work
registration requirements of the Food Stamp Program,
AFDC, or unemployment insurance (UI}. Another 43
percent of all the adults in the program were
exempted from work registration because they were
responsible for the care of young children or
incapacitated adults. About 13 percent of the adults
were exempted because of disability.

Of all food stamp participants, 58 percent were
exempted on the basis of their.age. This reflects
the large number of children and elderly participants
in the Food Stamp Program. The second most frequent
exemption, forcaretakers of children and
incapacitated adults, accounted for 18 percent of all
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Table 5--Work registration status of food stamp participants,
August 1982

i
i i

Percentage of adult Percentage of all
Work registration status participants a participants a

Meeting work requirement:

Registered for work 24.9 10.4
Exempted from food stamp registration:

Employed full-time 8.4 3.4
WINparticipants 6.g 2.g
UI recipients 3.2 1.3

Exempted from work requirement:

Caretakers of children and
incapacitated adults 42.7 17.7

Disabled_ 12.7 5.6
Residents of drug addiction/

alcohol treatment center 0.3 0.1
Students 0.8 0.5
Less than I_ or over 60 years old --- 58.0

Total number of participantsb
(in thousands) 7,g6g 20,706

i ! i i

Source: August 1982 Food Stamp Quality Control sample.

a Percent of those participants with known work registration status.

b Total number of adult participants includes approximately 105,000
participants whose work registration status was not recorded. Total
number of all participants includes approximately 226,000 participants
with unknown work registration status.
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participants. About l0 percent of all food stamp
participants were registered for work. Approximately
ll percent of all households with work registrants
had more than one.

Expedited The Food Stamp Act of 1977 required expedited
Service processing of applications from households that had

no net income or that had lost the source of their
current income and expected no additional income
within l0 days of the application. Households which
met these requirements and were otherwise eligible
were entitled to receive their food stamp benefits
within 3 days. (The normal application processing

. standard was 30 days.) Of the 640,000 applications
approved in August lg82, 107,000 (or 26 percent) were
approved under the expedited procedures. While this
is a substantial portion of the approved
applications, the number of households that received
expedited service was about 2 percent of the total
number of households participating that month.

The characteristics of these households reflected the
eligibility requirements for expedited service.
Their average gross income of $88 per month was
one-fourth the average for all households, and 76
percent reported no income at all. Similarly, their
average net income of $35 per month was less than
one-fifth of the overall average, and 83 percent had '
no net income after taking the allowable deductions.
Their average benefit was $116 per month. Households
that received expeditedservice were somewhat smaller
than average (2.2 versus 2.8 persons).

Certification In August 1982, about 24 percent of all food stamp
Periods households were participating for the first time or

participating again after an absence of at least
30 days. For the remaining 76 percent, the most
recent action was a recertification of their
previously determined food stamp eligibility.

Food stamp certificationperiods, that is, the length
of time before a household's eligibility must be
recertified, varied from household to household.
Each household was assigned the longest certification
period possible based on the likelihood of changes in
its financial circumstances. The average
certification period among households participating
in August 1982 was 7.5 months -_

11 Two cautionary points should be made. First,
the average certification period reported here
does not represent the length of continuous
participation in the program. It counts only the
length of the current certification period.

· Households wit_ relatively stable circumstances
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Certification periods assigned to households that had
been previously certified for food stamps, while not
substantially different, tended to be somewhat longer
than those assigned to households applying for the
first time (see table 6). The length of the
certification period did depend on the
characteristics of the household. The average period
was l0 months for households with elderly and seven
months for those with children. Households receiving
public assistance had an average period of eight
months, while those with earned income were certified
for an average of five months. Households that were
given expedited service in August 1982 were certified

.*for Just under four months.

may be certified several times without
interrupting program benefits. Second, given
current expectations regarding turnover tn the
Food Stamp Program, this figure probably
overstates the actual certification period
assigned to all participants over the course of a
year. Those with very short periods (1 or 2
months), for example, are probably
underrepresented in a monthly cross-sectional
sample.
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Table 6--Average length of certification period, August 2982
I

{In months)

Inttial All
Application Recertification Households

Households with:

Elderly 8.8 10.4 20.1

Public assistance 8.3 8.1 7.g

Children 5.5 6.g 6.5

Earned income 4.8 5.6 5.4

Expedited service 3.8 --- 3.8

All households 6.4 7.g 7.6

Source: August 1982 Food Stamp Quality Contro 1 sample.
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CHAPTER 3: DETAILED TABLES FOR THE 50 STATES AND THE DISTRICT OF
COLUMBIA

In the pages that follow, detailed tabulations of the
characteristics of food stamp households and
participants are presented. These tables are roughly
ordered to provide information on the following
topics:

o Average amounts and sources of income, both gross
and net.

o ,Frequency and average amount of deductions from
gross income.

o Average amount of monthly food stamp benefits.

o Average amount of countable resources.

o Age, race, and sex of food stamp participants.

o Employment and work registration status of food
stamp participants and household heads.

y

o Summary statistics for households with earned
income, with elderly members, with disabled
members, with children, and with school-age
children.

o Summary comparisons of survey results in
November lg7g, August 1980, August 1981, and
August lg82.

The reference population for each table, unless
otherwise noted, is the food stamp caseload in the
50 States and the District of Columbia in
August 1982.
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Table [

AGGREGATEAUGUST1982 PART[CIPATTONTOTALS

Number of Number of Value of
Area Househol ds People Benefi ts

(000) (000) (000)
i

Uni tad States 7,487 20,434 $786,581
Conttnental U.S. 7,444 20,318 /79,256
Alaska, HawatI 43 116 7,325

Outlytng Areas a 13 55 2,959

Toral 7,500 20,489 $789,540

Source: Food Stamp Program Statistical Summaryof Operations, August
1982.

azncludes participants fn Guamand the Virgin Islands. Participants
tn the Puerto Rico NutritionAssistance Program are not included.

I
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Tabl · 2

AVERAGEVALUESOF SELECTEDNATIONAL
CASELOADCHARACTER1STICS

A11
Househol ds

i

Gross HOnthly Income $356

Net Monthly Income $205

Total Deduction a $159

Countable Resources $58

Monthly Benefit $105

Household Size. 2.8

Certtftcatton Per1 od 7.5

Source: August ].982 Food Stamp Quality Control
sample.

aIncludes earned tncane, dependent care, excess
shelter, medical, and standard deduction. Value of standard
deduction and 11mit on cambtned dependent care/excess
shelter deduction varies by area (See Appendix C).
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Table 3

NUMBERAND PERCENTAGEOF HOUSEHOLDS
WITH SELECTEDCttARACTERISTICS

Number of Percent of
Househol ds A11 Househol ds

(ooo)

Zero Gross Income 580 7.8%

Zero Net Income... 1,413 18.9

Hintmum Benefit a ' 564 7.5

E1derly b 1,469 19.6

Chtldren c 4,360 58.2

School Age Children d 3,311 44.2

0t sabl ed® 491 6.6

Source: August 1982 Food Stamp Quality Control sample.

aMtnimum benefit is $10 for one and two person households.

bHouseholds with at least one member age 60 or more.

CHousehol ds wtth at least one member age 17 or less.

dHouseholds with at least one member age 5 to 17.

eHouseholds wi th SSI i ncame and no member age 60 or more.
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Table 4

DISTRIBUTIONOF PARTICIPATINGHOUSEHOLDS BY GROSS AND NET
MONTHLY INCOME

Gross Income Net Income
Number of Percent Number of Percent

Amount of Househol ds of All Househol ds of All
Monthly Income .- (000) Households a (000) Households a

None 580 7.8% 1,413 ].8.9%
$ 1- 99 ' 198 2.7 1,24.6 16.7
100-199 815 10.9 1,601 21.4
200-29g 1,578 21.1 1,263 16.g
300-399 1,68l 22.5 831 11.1
400-499 983 13.2 496 6.5

500- 599 630 8.4 277 3.7
600-699 450 6.0 182 I_.4
700- 799 256 3.4 73 1.0
800-899 143 1.g 43 O.6
900-999 68 0.9 23 0.3
1000 + - 87 1.2 24 0.3 '

Unknown 19 -- 15 --

i

Total 7,487 100.0 7,487 100.0

Average Income -$:356 $205

Source: August 1982 Food Stamp Quality Control sample.

apercent of householdswith known income.
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DISTRIBUTIONOF PARTICIPATINGHOUSEHOLDSBY GROSSMONTHLYINCOME
ANDHOUSEHOLD'SIZE

Housel_ld Stze Number of Percent
Gross Monthly Households of AI1

Income I 2 3 4 5 6 7 8+ (000 ) Househol dsa

None 289 105 18 · 50 2g 14 8 8 580 7.8.
$ 1- 99 126 33 16 13 4 6 0 0 198 2.7
100-199. 430 175 127 62 16 3 2 0 815 10.9
200-299 671 477 262 97 45 13 6 7 1,578 21.1
300-399 594 314 442 201 79 · 22 14 14 1,681 22.5
400-499 134 309 171 206 100 36 13 15 983 13.2
500-699 12 119 209 137 62 64 17 20 630 8.4
600-699 4 33 101 156 107 28 13 8 450 6.0
700-_9 0 I 45 85 46 40 16 23 256 3.4
800-899 0 2 * 28 62 21 18 12 143 1.9
900-999 0 0 0 13 28 15 3 9 68 0.9
1000 + * 0 0 1 11 28 23 24 87 1.2

Unknown 6 1 2 2 4 4 0 0 19 --

Number of
Households 2,267 1,566 1,453 1,060 594 ' 285 133 139 7,487 100.0

Percent of A11
HousehoIds 30.3 20.9 19.4 14.0 7.9 3.8 1.8 1.9 100.0

Average Gross
Income $231 303 365 446 537 597 667 684 $356

Source: August 1982 Food Stamp Quallty Control sample.

*Less than 600 households.

apercent of those households wt th known tnceme.
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DISTRIBUTIONOF PARTICIPATINGHOUSEHOLDSBY NET MONTHLYINCOME
AND HOUSEHOLDSIZE

i,

Household Size Number of Percent
Net Monthly Househotds of Al1

Income ! 2 3 4 5 6 7 8+ ., (000) Househol dsa

None 745 273 195 102 51 27 10 9 1,413 18.9%
$ 1- 99 474 391 221 108 33 6 8 5 1,246 16.7
100-199 569 390 402 148 62 16 9 6 1,601 21.4
200-299 386 248 252 215 101 33 12 15 1,263 16.9
300-399 : 86 204 190 172 91 50 15 23 831 11.1
400-499 1 53 147 149 71 40 18 16 496 6.6
500-599 0 8 44 105 71 26 12 12 277 3.7
600-699 * 0 I 43 70 39 13 15 182 2.4
700-799 0 0 0 6 27 14 12 13 73 1.0
800-899 0 0 0 * 10 18 7 8 43 0.6
900-999 0 0 0 0 2 11 4 6 23 O.3
1000 + 0 0 * * 0 0 12 12 24 0.3

Unknown 5 0 t I 4 4 0 0 15 --
, * _'T Mm

Number of
Households 2,267 1,566 1,453 1,050 594 285 133 139 7,487

Percent of All
Households 30.3 20.g 19.4 14.0 7.9 3.8 1.8 l.g 100.0

Average Net
Income $103 149 200 282 365 433 484 541 $205

Source: August 1982 Food Stamp Quality Control sample.

*Less than 500 households.

apercent of those households with known lnceme.

L_
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DiSTRiBUTION OF PARTICIPATINGHOUSEHOLDSBY INCOMESOURCE co

i ii

Amount of Earned Incomea SocialSecurity AFDC or General SSI Other Income

Monthly & Other Penston_ Assistance .
IncomeFrom Number Percentb Number Percent_ Number Percentu Number Percentb Number Percentb
Specl fi ed
Source (000) (000) (000) (000) (000)

f.

None 6,157 82.4% 5,680 76.0% 3,677 49.2% 6,144 82.2% 6,695 89.6%
$ 1-99 146 2.0 55 O. 7 294 3.9 :.- 341 4.6 329 4.4
100-199 175 2.3 390 5.2 869 11.6 . 327 4.4 191 2.6
200-299 145 1.9 530 7.1 936 12.5 526 7.0 97 1.3
300-399 144 1.9 405 5.4 834 11.2 74 1.0 65 0.9

*400-499 111 1.5 205 2.7 .. 484 6.5 34 0.5 43 0.6
500-599 169 2.3 !02 1.4 , 207 2.8 23 0.3 33 0.4
600-699 158 2.1 51 0.7 148 2.0 4 * 5 0.1
700-799 125 1._ 31 0.4 6 0.1 2 * 9 0.1 ..
800-899 69 0.9 16 O.2 8 O. 1 ** * 5 O. 1
900-999 35 0.5 9 0.1 5 0.1 0 0.0 2 *
1000+ 37 0.5 1 * 5 0.1 ** * 2 *

Unknown 15 -- 12 -- 12 -'- 12 -- 11 --

Number of ....
Households 7,487 100.0 7,487 100.0 7,487 100.0 7,487 100.0 7,487 100.0

Househol ds
Wtth Income 1,316 17.6 1,796 24.0 3,797 50.8 1,332 17.8 781 10.4

Average Amount
of Incomec $450 315 291 199 181

Average Gross
Incomec $543 410 365 376 407

Source: August 1982 Food Stamp Quality Control sample.

aEarned income includes wages, salaries, self-omployment and farm income.

bpercent of those households wt th known Income.

CFor households wtth income from specified source.
i

*Less than 0.05 percent.

**Less than 500 households.



Table 8

NUMBEROFHOUSEHOLDS,AVERAGEINCOME:,ANDAVERAGE:BENEFIT
BY SELECTEDINCOMESOURCES

i i
i

Numberof Percent of Avera_le Income Amounta Average
Income Source Households All Households Gross From 5ourc_e Benefit a

(000)

Earned Income:
.Wagesand' sa1ari es 1,111 14.8% $576 $483 $115
Se1f- employment 92 1.2 404 267 142
Other earned income 36 O.S 345 202 117

UnearnedIncome: *'
Aid to Famili'eswith

DependentChildren (AFDC) 3,110 41.5 391 308 137
General Assistance (GA) 541 7.2 228 160 81
Supplemental Security Income

(SSI) 1,332 17.8 375 199 48
Soclal Securtty ' 1,387 18.5 393 273 51
Other reit renent benefi ts 97 1.3 421 315 45
UnemploymentInsurance(UI) 120 1.6 529 416 101
Workmen's Compensation 13 0.2 498 315 107
VeteransAdmtntstratton 53 O.7 401 148 72

No tncome: 580 7.8 0 124

Total b 7,487 100.0 356 105

Source: August 1982Food StampQualtty Control sample.
4

aAveraged over households with income from specified source.

bSumof individual income sources do not add to totals because households can receive income from
qO

more than one source.



Table 9
O

DISTRIBUTION OF PARTICIPATINGHOUSEHOLOSBY GROSSMONTHLYINCOME
AS A PERCENTAGEOF THEPOVERTYLINE FOR ALL HOUSEHOLDS,

HOUSEHOLDSWITH ELDERLYOR DISABLED, AND
HOUSEHOLDSWITH CHILDREN

Gross Income as a All Households. With Households With Households WI.th
Percentage of the Househot ds Elderly b Elderly' O_ Dt sabl edc £htldren a

Poverty Line a Number Percent e #umber Percent e Number .Percent e · Number Percent ®
(O00) (000 ) (000) (mO)

, ,,i u i,i

25% or iess 1,075 14.4- 48 3.2 57 2.9 569 13.1
26 - 60% 2,070 27.7 86 5.9 146 7.5 1,561 35.9
51 - 75% 2,431 32.6 566 38.6 607 4t.3 1,406 32.4
76 - lOOT, 1,492 20.0 603 41.1 744 38.1 636 14.7 /

101 - 125% 375 5.0 155 10.6 186 9.6 168 3.9
126 - 130% 13 .2 5 .3 7 .3 5 .1
131 - 150'/, 9 .1 4 .3 8 .4 1 *
161% or more 2 * 1 * 1 * ** *
Unknown 19 -- 1 -- 2 -- 13 --

Total 7,487 lO0.O 1,469 100.0 1,957 100.0 4,360 100.0
ii i ii i i .......

Source: August 1982 Food Stamp Qualtty Control staple.

aoeflned as the Census Bureau's 1982' poverty tncoee guidelines for nonfam famtlles (see AppendtxA).

bftouseholds _dth at least one member ageBO or more.

CHouseholds with at least one member age 60 or more or _th SSI income and no member age 60 or more.

dHouseholds with at least one member age 17 or less.

epercent of those households wlth known income.

· Less than .05 percent.

· *Less than 500 households.



Table 10

DISTRIBUTIONOF PARTICIPATINGHOUSEHOLDSBY NET MONTHLY INCOME
AS A PERCENTAGEOF THE POVERTYLINE FOR ALL HOUSEHOLDS,

HOUSEHOLDSWITH ELDERLY OR DISABLED,AND
HOUSEHOLDSWITH CHILDREN

i

Net Income As a All Households..Wl th Households With Households 1_tth
Percentage of the Households Elderly b Elderly or DI sabl edc Chtldren u

Poverty Li nea Number Percent e Number Percent e Number Percent e Number Percent e
(000) (000) (000), {000)

J

25% or. less 3,487 46.7 355 24.2 487 24.9 2,041 46.9
26 - 50% 2,325 31.1 524 35.7 721 36.9 1,496 34.4
51 - 75% 1,348 18.0 464 31.6 589 30.1 643 14.8
76 - 100% 304 4.1 121 8.3 154 7.9 155 3.8

101 - 125% 6 .1 I .1 I .1 4 .1
126 - 130% 0 0.0 0 0.0 0 O.O 0 0.0
131 - 150% I * 0 0.0 O O.O 0 O.O
151% or more I * 1 .1 1 .1 0 0.0
Unknown 15 -- I -- 3 -- 10 --

Total 7,487 100.0 1,469 100.0 1,957 100.0 4,360 100.0

Source: August 1982 Foqd Stamp Quality Control sample.

aoeflned as the Census Bureau's 1982 poverty income guidelines for nonfam famtlies (see Appendi x
A).

bHouseholds with at least one member age 60 or tmre.

CHouseholds with at least one member age 60 °r re°re or with SSI income and no member age 60 or more.

dHouseholds with at least one member age 17 or less.

epercent of those households with known income.
4_
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Tabl · 11 ,

NUMBEROF PARTICIPATING HOUSEHOLDSCLAIMING AND VALUEOF
DEDUCTIONCLAIMED

Number of AVeTe eaLmO_Type of Households Percent of
Deduction Clairol ng Oeductt on All Househol dsd Househol ds Househol ds

(ooo)

Earned Income 1,316 17.6% $81 $14

Dependent Carea 119 1.7 84 1

Sheltera _m ' 4 , 820 66.8 85 S7

Medical b 163 2.2 51 1

Total c 7,487 100.0 159 159

Source: August 1982 Food Stamp Quality Control sample.

aCombtned total of dependent care deduction and shelter deduction is subject
to a ltmtt except for households where at least one member is age 60 or more or
recetving SSI or Social Security dt sabtllty payments (see Appendix C).

i

bAvailable only to househol ds where at 1east one person I s age 60 or more or
receiving SSI or Soctal Security disability payments.

CIncludes standard deduction for all households (see Appendix C).

dPercent of households wi th known deduction tnformation.
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Table 12

' DISTRIBUTION OF PARTICIPATING HOUSEHOLDSBY AMOUNT
OF TOTAL DEDUCTION

Amount of Total Number of Households Percent of All
Deduction a (000) Householdsb

$ 0- 50 0 0.0_

51- 100 2,161_ 30.0

101 - 150 1,260 17.5

151 - 200 2,611 36.2

201 - 250 605 8.4

251 - 300 356 4.9

30O+ 220 3.1

Unknown 273 --

Total 7,487 100.0
J

Average Deduction for $159
Clat_i ng .Househol ds

Source: August ].982 Food Stamp Quality Control sample.

aIncludes earned tncome, dependent care, excess shelter, medtcal,
and standard deduction (see Appendlx C).

bpercent of those households wtth known deductions.



Table 13 _"

AVERAf'qETOTALDEDUCTIONa FOR ALL HOUSEHOLDSBY
GROSSHONTHLYINCOHEANDHOUSEHOLDSIZE

Gross Monthly Household Size Average Total
income 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8+ Deduction

None $126 161 165 152 165 165 123 146 $142

$ 1- 99 137 110 160 153 168 156 .... 146
100-199 170 167 163 170 177 184 200 -- 168
200-299 - 151 158 160 162 187 168 158 150 156
300-399 139 161 156 149 156 137 176 134 150
400-499 141 144 162 147 135 154 166 128 147
500-599 177 170 171 166 188 132 131 127 166
600-699 96 204 1 I1 156 159 152 202 162 164 i
700-799 -- 258 233 205 174 150 203 179 193
800-899 -- 233 * 239 219 203 168 146 208
900-999 ...... 261 204 201 151 162 207
1000 + * .... 294 313 210 262 236 244

i

i

Average Total
Deduct1 on $147 159 164 163 173 161 183 164 $159

Source: August 1982 Food Stamp Quallty Control sample.

aTotal deduction tncludes earned Income, dependent care, excess shelter, medical and standard
deduction (see Appendtx C}.

*Average deduction was not cmputed for categories with less than 500 households.

--No households tn thts category.



Table 14

NUMBEROF PARTICIPATINGHOUSEHOLQSCLAIMING EARNEDINCOME
DEDUCTIONANDVALUEOF DEDUCTIONCLAIMED

Number of Households Percent of_ Average Amount of Deduction
Households wi th: Total With Deduction Households t WIth Deduction All H_seholds

.! i i,

E1derly a 1,4 69 94 6.4% $40 $3

Chi I dren b 4,360 9 78 22.5 94 21

Dtsabled c 491 36 7.3 51 4

Earned Incomed 1,316 1,316 100.0 81 81

Publtc Assr stance e 3,797 270 7.1 67 5 "

Total 7,487 1,316 17.6 81 14

Source: August 1982 Food Stamp Quality Control staple.

aHouseholds with at least one member age 60 or more.

bHouseholds with at least one member age 17 or less.

CHousehOlds with SSI income and no member age 60 or more.

dEarned income includes wages, salaries, self-employment and farm income.

epubltc assistance includes Aid to Famtlt es wi th Dependent Children (AFDC) and General
Asst stance (GA).

fPercent of households with known earnings deduction.

4_
L_t
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T_I · 15

DISTRIBUTION OF PARTICIPATING HOUSEHOLDSBY AMOUNT
OF EARNEDINCOMEDEDUCTION

i

Amount of Earned Number of Households Percent of All
Income Deduction (000) Householdsa

i

None *'* 6,157 82.4%
$ i - 50 440 5.9

51 - 100 369 4.9
101 - 160 ?*. 402 5.4
161 - 200 84 l.l
201 - 250 17 0.2
251 - 300 2 *

300+ I *
Unknown 15 --

ii

Total 7,487 100.0
o

Average DeductiOn*for $81
C1aiming Househol ds

Source: August 1982 Food Stamp Quality Control sample.

apercent of those householdswith known earned income deduction.

*Less than .05 percent.



Table 16

NUMBEROF PART][C]PAT]NGHOUSEHOLDSCLAIMING DEPENDENTCAREa
DEDUCTIONANDVALUEOF DEDUCTIONCLAIMED

Number of H_seholds Percent of Average. Amount of Deduction
Households with: Total With Deduction H_seholdsg ' ':.':,With Deduction All Households

mmm

E1derlyb 1,46g 5 0.4% $37 **

Children c 4,360 111 2.6 86 2

Dt sabl edd 491 2 0.3 27 **

Earned Incomee 1,316 113 8.8 84 7 ..,

Publl c Asst stance f 3,797 34 0;9 78 I

Total 7,487 119 1.6 M 1
jl

Source: August 1982 Food Stamp Quality Control sample.

aCembtned total of dependent care deduction and excess shelter deduction is subject to a limit
except for households where at least one member is age 60 or more or receiving SSI or Social Security
di sabili ty payments (see Appendix Cl.

bHouseholds with at least one member age 60 or more.

CHousehol ds with at least one member age 17 or less.

dHouseholds with SSI income and no member age 60 or more.

eEarned tncome includes wages, sal art es, self-empl oyment and farm income.

fPubl lc asst stance Includes Aid to Faint11es with Dependent Chtldren (AFDC) and General
Assl stance (GA). .4_'

gPercentof householdswith known dependentcare deduction.

**Less than 50 cents.
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Table 17

DISTRIBUTION OF PARTICIPATING HOUSEHOLDSBY AMOUNT
OF OEPENOENTCAREOEDUCTION

i

Anmunt of Dependent Number of Households Percent of All
Care Deduction a (000) Househol dsb

None 7,131 g8.3%
$ 1 - 50 25 0.3

51 - 100 40 0.6
101 - 150 55 0.8
151 - ZOO 0 0.0
201 - 25O 0 0.0
251 - 300 0 0.0

300+ 0 0.0
Unknown 230 --

Total 7,487 100.0

Average Deductionfor. $84
Clairolng Househol ds

Source: August 1982 Food Stamp Quality Control sample.

acombined total of dependent care deduction and excess shelter
deduction is subject to a limit except for households where at least one
member is age 60 or more or receiving SSI or Social Security disability
payments ( see Appendix C).

bpercent of those households with known dependent care deduction.
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Table 18 o

NUMBEROF PARTICIPATINGHOUSEHOLDSCLAIMING EXCESSSHELTERa
DEDUCTIONANDVALUEOF'OEOUCTIONCLAIMED

Number of Households Percent of Average Amount of Deduction
Households WIth: Total WIth Oeductton Householdsg WIth Deduction All Households

,

E1derly b 1,469 833 57.9% $81 $47

Chlldren c · 4,360 2,818 67.4 85 57

01 sabled d 491 271 · 56.0 97 54

Earned Incomee 1,316 766 60.5 84 51 .,

Pub11c Ass1 stance f 3,797 2,708 73.1 84 61'

Total 7,487 4,820 66.8 85 57

Source: August 1982 Food Stamp Qualtty Control sample.

aCombined total of dependent care deduction and shelter deduction ts subject to a 11mit except
for households where at !east one member Is age 60 or more or receiving SSI or Social Securtty

· dt sablll ty payments ( see Appendix C).

bHouseholds with at least one member age 60 or more.

CHousehol ds with at least one member age 17 or less.

dHouseholds with SSI income and no me. er age 60 or rare.

eEarned tncane tncludes wages, salaries, self-mployment, and faro income.

fPubllc assistance tncludes Aid to Families wtth Dependent Children (AFDC) and General
Asst stance (GA). _'

_D

gPercent of households wi th known excess shelter deduction.



50

Table 19

DISTRIBUTION OF PARTICIPATING HOUSEHOLDSBY AHOUNT
OF EXCESSSHELTERDEDUCTION

i

Amount of Excess Number of Households Percent of All
Shelt er Deduct1 ona (000) Househol dsb

_ne 2,395 33.2%
$ 1 - 50 1,253 17.4
51 - 100 1,275 1/.7

101 - 150 · 2,106 29.2
151 - 200 g2 1.3
201 - 250 52 O. 7
Z51 - 300 31 0.4

300+ 12 0.2
Unknown 2/2 --

Total 7,487 100.0

Average Deduction for $85
Clatmt rig Households

Source: August 1982 Food Stamp Qualtty Control sample.

aCambtned total of dependent care deduction and excess shelter
deduction ts subject to a 11mit except for households where at least one
member ts age 60 or more or receiving SSI or Social Security disability
payments (see Appendtx C).

bpercent of those wtth known deductions.



1able 20'.

DISTRIBUTION OF PARTICIPATING HOUSEHOLDSBY VALUEOF
COMBINEDDEPENDENTCARE/EXCESSSHELTERDEDUCTION

Value of Combined A!1 Households with Households with Households Households with Households with _
Dependent Care/ Households Elderly b Children c with Disabled d' Earned Incomee Public Assistance r
ExCess Shelter Number Percent Number Percent_ Number "perCent_ Number Percent_ 'Nuber Percent i Number Perce_t g

Deduction a ID00) (000) (000) (000) lO00) (000)

None : 2,336 32.41 604 42.0'f, 1,308 31.35 212 43.91 440 34.81, 981 26.61

Less than
cap 2,846 39.4 628 43.7 1,631 36.6 188 38.8 419 33.1 1,672 42.6

Equal to cap i,740 24.1 * ** 1,201 30.9 2 0.4 376 29.7 1,087 29.3 .,.

Greater than
cap 295 4.1 206 14.3' 53 1.3 82 16.9 30 2.4 63 1.7

Unknown 2 72 -- 32 -- 177 -- 8 -- SO -- 94 --

Total 7,487 ]OO,O 1,469 100.0 4,360 100.0 491 100.0 1,316 100.0 3,79 7 lO0.O

Source: August 1982 Food Stamp 0ualtty Control sample.

aComblned total of dependent care and excess shelter deduction ts capped at a level which varies by area (see Appendix O) except
Yor households where at least one member is age 60 or more or receiving SS! or Social Security disability payments.

bHouseholds wi th at least one member age 60 or more.

Cllouseholds with at least one member age 17 or less.

dHouseholds with SS! income and no member age 60 or more.

eEarned income Includes wages, salaries, self-mployment and faro Income.

fPubllc assistance includes Aid to Families with Dependent Children (AFDC) end General Assistance (GA).

gPercent of those households with known Infomatton on dependent care/excess shelter deductions,

*Less than SOUhouseholds,

**Less than .O5 percent. i-a
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Table 21

NUMBEROF PARTICIPATING HOUSEHOLDSCLAIMING MEDICAL
DEDUCTIONANDVALUEOF' DEDUCTIONCLAIMEDa

Number of Households Percent of Average Amount of Deduction
Households WIth: Total WIth Deduction Ho*useholdsg Wtth Deduction All Households

El derly b 1,469 153 .10.6% $50 $5

Ch11dren c 4,360 18 0.4 49 *

Dt sabl edd 491 10 2.1 65 1

Earned Incomee 1,316 6 0.5 29 * *

Publtc Assr stance f 3,797 8 0.2 51 *

Total 7,487 163 2.2 51 1

Source: August,.1982 Food Stamp Oualtty Control sample.

aAvallable _nly to households where at least one person fs age 60 or more or receiving SSI or
Soctal Securtty disability payments.

bHouseholds with at least one member age 60 or more.

CHouseholds with at least one member age 17 or less.

dHouseholds wlth SSI t ncme and no member age 60 or more.

eEarned Income tncludes wa9es, salaries, self-mploymnt and farm tncome,

fPubltc assistance Includes Aid to Frail les with Dependent Chtldren (AFDC) and General
Assistance (GA).

gPercent of households wtth known medical deduction.

· Less than 50 cents.
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Tabl · 22

DISTRIBUTION OF PARTICIPATING HOUSEHOLDSBY AMOUNT
OF MEOICN. DEDUCTION

j i
I

Amount of Medical Number of Households Percent of A]I
Oeducttona (000) Householdsb

i

None ' 7,290 97.8%
$ i- 50 107 1.4

51 - 100 39 0.5
101 - 150 ,:.:*-' 7 0.1
151 - 200 6 0.1
201 - 250 1 *
251 - 300 *_ *
300+ 2 *

unknown 34 --

Total 7,487 100.0

Average Deduction for $51
Clatmtng Households

Source: August [982 Food Stamp Quality Control sample.

aAvailable only to households where at least one person is age 60
or more or receivingSSI or Social Security disabilitypayments.

bpercent of those with known deductions.

*Less than 0.05 percent.

**Less than 500 households.
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T_l · 23

DISTRIBUTIONOF PARTIC[PATZNGHOUSEHOLDSBY AMOUNTOF
MONTHLYFOOD STAMPBENEFIT

ii i

A_unt of Numberof Perc_t of
Monthly Households A11 Househol dsb
Benefita (000)

$ 10 or less 583 7.8%

11- 25 444 5.9

26 - 50 :* 774 10.3

51 - 75 1,513 20.2
76 - 100 764 10.2

101 - 160 1,655 22.1

151 - 200 1,002 13.4
201 - 300 601 8.0

301 or more 143 1.9

Unknown 7 -- '

Total 7,487 100.0

AverageB_efit $105

Source: August1982Food StampQualityControlstaple.

aThenmximumnmnthlybenefitvaries by area (seeAppendixO).

bpercentof thosehouseholdswith knownbenefitan_unt.



Table 24

AVERAGEMONTHLYFOODSTAMPBENEFIT BY GROSSMONTHLY
I_0_ ANDHOUSEHOLDSIZE

i J

Gross Monthly Household St ze Average Benefl t
Income 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8+ Per Household

None $65 115 165 225 269 333 319'::? 317 $125

$ 1- 99 70 124 173 226 269 332 .... 110
100-199 67 121 176 220 263 330 367 -- 113 t
200-299: 35 103 157 207 247 311 329 434 98 '
300-399 23 79 129 173 214 272 319 381, 97
400-499 16 43 99 149 190 · 235 258 334 101

500-599 21 29 75 124 165 218 251 317 110
600-699 21 23 54 98 131 193 237 333 104
700-799 -- 10 43 76 114 153 200 313 118
800-899 -- lO1 42 55 92 138 163 324 119
900-999 ...... 34 58 112 133 212 89
1000 + * .... 38 55 . 74 81 191 105

Average Benefl t
per Household $43 82 121 147 166 201 217 303 $105

i ·

Source: August 1982 Food Stamp I:)ualtty Control sample.

*Average benefit was not computed for categories with less than bO0 households.

--No households tn this category.

LA
LA



·. .

S6

Tab1· 25

DISTRIBUTION OF PARTICIPATING HOUSEHOLDSBY TOTAL COUNTABLE
RESOURCESFOR ALL HOUSEHOLDSAND HOUSEHOLDSWITH

ELDERLYOR DISABLED

Value of All Households. Wl th Households WIth
Countable Househol ds E1derly b E1derly or Dt sabl edc
Resources a ..Number Percent d Number Percent d Number Percent d

(000 ) (000 ) (000 )

None 5, b23 75.2% 914 62.7% 1,283 66.2%
$ 1 - 500 1,545 21.0 402 2/.5 499 25.8

501- 1,000 1/4 2.4 81 5.5 90 4.6
1,000 - 1,500 81 1.1 43 3.0 48 2.5
1,501- 1,750 8 0.1 8 0.6 8 0.4
1,751 - 2,000 3 * 2 0.2 2 0.1
2,001- 3,000 10 0.1 8 0.6 8 0.4

Unknown 142 -- 11 ' .-- 19 --

Total ' 7,487 100.0 1,469 100.0 1,957 100.0
I

Average Va1ue $58 145 122

Source: August lg82 Food Stamp Quality Control sample.

astatutory requirements tn effect tn August 1982 included as "countable" resources
all types of assets e_cept (1) equity In a home and (g) certain specified resources that
cannot be readily liquidated or Chat are needed for employment or self-employment. At. the
time these data were collected, the resource limit for most households was $1,500.
Households of two or more, at least one of whom was age 60 or older, were allowed up to
$3,000.

bHouseholds with at least one person age 60 .or more.

CHouseholds with at least one person age 60 or more or with SSI income and no
member age 60 or more.

dpercent of those with known countable resources.

*Less than 0.05 percent.

e
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Tab1e 26

D[5'i'RIBUT[ON OF PARTICIPATING HOUSEHOLDSBY
TYPEOF MOSTRECENTACT[ON

ii
i i

Most Recent #umer of Households Percent of A11
Act1 on (000) Househol dsb

1nt tt al Certification a 1,783 23.9_

Receft1 ftcatlon 5,665 76.1

Unknown 39 --

Total 7,487 100.0

Source: August 1982 Food Stamp Quality Control staple.

aZncludes both households certified for the first time and
_ previously certtft ed households who have not received benefits for at least

30 days.

bpercent of those households wtth known most recent action.
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Tabl · 27

COt4PARISONOF HOUSEHOLDSgITH AND WITHOUT
EXPEDITEDSERVICEBY PRESENCEOF GROSSAND

NET MONTHLYINCOVE

Households gt th Households gt thout
Exedt_ Ex edited Service Unknown

ercener Nuneer Perc ent Numl_er Percent
.. (000) (000 ) (000)

Gross Income = 0 17/ 50.3_ 396 5.6_ 7 10.21Q
Gross Incme > 0 .175 49.7 6,650 94.4 63 89.8

Net Income = 0 241 68.3 1,157 16.4 14 20.7
Net Income > 0 112 31.7 5,889 83.6 55 79.3

Total 352 100.0 7,046 100.0 70 100.0

Source: August 1982 Food Stamp Qualtty Control sample.
o

aHouseholds whtch Initially rec'etved expedited service for the.
certification period tn effect in August 1982.
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Table 2.8

DISTRIBUTIONOF PARTICIPATINGHOUSEHOLDSBY LENGTHOF
CERTIFICATIONPERIOD

mi

Monthsin Numberof Percentof
Certlflcation Households A11 Householdsa

Period (000)

1 212 2.8

2 303 4.1

3 :'" ' 993 13.4

4 439 5.9

5 239 3.2

6 1,725 23.2
7 437 5.9

8 166 2.2

9 85 1.1

10 94 1.3

11 155 2.1

12+ 2,574 34.6
Unknown 65 --

Total 7,487 100.0

AverageLength 7.5

Source: August1982Food StampQualityControlsample.

apercentof thosehouseholdswith knowncertificationperiods.
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Table 29

DISTRIBUTION OF PARTICIPATING HOUSEHOLDSBY
HOUSEHOLDSIZE

All Households wi th Households wi th HouseholdSbWt th
Households E1derly £arnt ngs Chi 1dren'

Househol d Number Percent gumber Percent Number Percent Number Percent
Size (000) (_0) (000) (000)

i

1 2,267 30.3% 1,004 68.3% 171 13.0% 21 0.5%
2 1,567 20.9 289 19.7 201 15.3 992 22.8
3 1,453 19.4 92 6.3 288 21.9 1,321 30.3
4 1,050 14.0 36 2.4 244 18.6 948 21.7
5 594 7.9 19 1.3 192 14.6 540 12.4
6 285 3.8 14 1.0 98 7.5 276 6.3
7 133 1.8 4 0.3 62 4.7 127 2.9
8+ 139 1.9 10 0.7 59 4.5 135 3.1

Total 7,487 100.0 1,469 100.0 1,316 100.0 4,360 100.0

Average Size 2.8 1.6 3.7 3.7
r

Source: August 1982 Food Stamp Quality Control Sample.

aHouseholds with at least one member age 60 or more.

bHouseholdswith at least one member age 17 or less.
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Table 30

AGE RELATEDCHARACTERISTICSOF
PARTICIPATING HOUSEHOLDS

Humber of Percent of
Households A11 Househol ds

(000)

Households with E1derlya 1,469 19.6%
Singl · person elderly householdsb 1,004 13.4
Headed by femal· 824 11.0
Headed by male 176 2.4
Unknown 4 0.1

Other elderly householdsc 465 6.2
Headed by femal · 192 2.6
Headed by male 272 3.6
Unknown 1 *

Households wi th Children d 4,360 58.2
Headed by female 3,363 44.9
Headed by male 986 13.2
Unknown 10 0.1 ,

Households with 01sabl ede 491 6.6
Headed by female 337 4.5
Headed by male 140 1.9
Unknown 13 0.2

Source: August 1982 Food Stamp Quality Control sample.

aHouseholds with at least one member age 60 or more.

bIncludes elderly single persons living alone or as a separate food
stamp unit in a larger household.

CIncludes elderly couples and oth er mul ti person households with
el derly members.

dHouseholds with at least one member age I7 or less.

eHouseholdswith SSI income and no member age 60 or more.
_e

Less than 0.05 percent.
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Table 31

DISTRIBUTION OF PARTICIPATING HOUSEHOLDSBY HOUSEHOLDSIZE,
NUMBEROF ELDERLY, NUMBEROF CHILDREN, AND NUMBER

OF SCHOOLAGE CHILDREN

i

Uousehold Stze Number of
Househol ds

I 2 3 4 5 6 7 8+ (000)

Number of
E1derly a

0 1,263 1,278 1,361 1,014 575 270 128 129 6,018
1 1,004 131 67 26 15 14. 4 9 1,270
2 0 158 22 10 4 1 0 1 1.96
3 0 0 3 0 0 0 0 0 3

Numbero_
Chi 1dren_

0 2,246 575 132 102 54 9 6 4 3,127
1 21 9 72 381 56 20 5 0 1 1,456
2 0 20 * 925 378 70 · 22 3 0 1,417
3 0 0 16 512 286 39 5 17 875 ,
4 0 0 0 2 164 142 30 10 348
5+ 0 0 0 0 0 68 88 106 262

Number of
School Acje
Ch*il dren _

0 2,258 1,044 506 252 85 18 8 5 4,176
1 g 518 466 232 98 26 5 10 1,364
2 0 5 477 336 1/7 60 12 11 1,078
3 0 0 4 230 i 68 82 2/ 20 53I
4 0 0 0 0 66 79 40 22 206
5+ 0 0 0 0 0 20 41 70 132

Total 2,267 1,567 1,453 1,050 594 ' 285 133 139 7,487

Source: August 1982 Food Stamp Quality Control sample.

apersons age 60 or more.

bpersons age I7 or less.

Cpersons age 5 to 17.



63
q

Table 32

DISTRIBUTIONOF PARTICIPANTSBY AGE AND SEX

i

Finale I_1· A11 Particlpants_a
Number Perc_t b Number Perc_t b Number Percent_

Age (000) (000) (000)

4 or less 1,496 13.1% 1,587 20.0% 3,092 15.9%

5- 17 3,323 29.1 3,333 42.0 6,660 34.3
18 - 35 3,627 31.8 1,538 1.9.4 5,167 Z6.6
36 - 59 1,810 15.8 984 12.4 2,/9g 14.4
60 or _re 1,16g 10.2 497 6.3 1,671 8.6
Unknown 769 -- 482 -- 1,322 --
Total 12,193 100.0 8,421 100.0 20,713 100.0

Source: August 1982 Food Strop Quality Control staple.

aTotal mmber of participantsincludes approximtely gg,o00 participantswhose sex
was not r_orded.

bpercent of t_se participantswith kn_n ages.
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Tabl · 33

AGERELATEDCHARACTERISTICSOF PARTICIPANTS

Nunber of Percent of .
Participants Participants a

(000)

A. Chtldren a 9,754 50.3
1. PresChool chtldren _ TBS0%
2. School age children 6,662 34.4

B. Adults b'-
[. Parents

5i le parents 2,713 14.0
a. Llvn?ng wi tn el derly

0t sabl ed 95 .5
Other 2,545 13.1

b. Multi le____e___r_ts 3,436 17.7
v ng · erly --T/

Dt sabl ed 110 .6
Lt vi ng wi th di sabl ed 155 .8
Other.. 3,084 15.9

2. Non Parents
a. S1 I adults 1,230 6.3

L1v_11eng wi th el derly _
0i sabled 216 1.1
Other 891 4.6

b. _lttple adults 577 3.0
L1vi ng wi th el derly _
Oi sabl ed 49 .3
Ltvtng with dtsabled 67 .3
Other 422 2.2

C. E1derlyC 1,671 8.6

·O. Ac_eUnknown 1,322 --

E. Other CharacteristicsUnknown 10 --

Total 20,713 100.0

Source: August 1982 Food Stamp Quality Control sample.

apersons age t7 or less.

bpersons age 18 to 59.

CPersons age 60 or more.

dpercent of those with known age and relatedcharacteristics.
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Tab1· 34

DISTRIBUTION OF PARTICIPATING HOUSEHOLDSBY RACE
ORETHNIC ORIGIN OF HOUSEHOLDHEAD

ii i i
m

Race/Ethnic Ortgtn Number of Households Percent of
of Household Head (000) Households a

Black 2,774 37.9%

White 3,478 47.5

Hispanic 770 10.5

American Indian 85 1.2

Other 211 2.g

Unknown 169 --

Total 7,48 7 100.0

· Source: August 1982 Food Stamp Qualt ty Control sample.

apercent of those with known race or ethnic origin.
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T_bl · 35

DISTRIBUTION OF PARTICIPATINGHOUSEHOLDSBY
SELECTEDCHARACTERISTICSOF HOUSEHOLDMEMBERS

Households with Number of Percent of
at Least One: Households All Households b

(000 )

Ali an - 337 4.5%

Mi grant 16 O.2

Mil t tary .::.., 12 0.2
Strt kef 9 O. 1

Student a 83 I. 1

Source: August 1982 Food Stamp Qualtt_ Control sample.

aHousehold members 18 years of age or older enrolled at least half-time in recognized
school, training program, or t nstt tutton of higher education.

bpercent of all households with known characteristics.
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Table 36

DISTRIBUTION OF PARTICIPATING HOUSEHOLDSBY EMPLOYMENT
STATUSOF HOUSEHOLDHEAD

Employment Status Number of Percent of
of Househol d Head Househol ds A11 Households c

(000)

Employed Ful'l Timea 559 7.7

Employed Part Ttmeb 308 4.2

Self-Employed :: 62 0.9

Farm Employed 15 0.2

Not Employed 6,315 87.0

Unknown 228 --

Total 7,48 7 100.0

Source: August ].982 Food Stamp Oualt ty Control *SamRle..*

aEmployedat least 30 hours per week.

bEmployed less than 30 hours per week.

Cpercent of those with known employment status.
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Tabl · 37

DIS'TRIBtrl'IONOF PARTICIPATINGHOUSEHOLDSBY WORK REGISTRATION
STATUS OF HOUSEHOLD HEAD

Work Registration Status · Number of Percent of
of Household Head Households Households d

(000)

Requtred to regi stet for work 1,281 17.3%
Exempt rrm work regtstratton: 6,127 82.7

Less than 18 or over 60 years old 1,397 18.9
Dtsabl ed 88/ 12.0
WIN par_lct pant 502 6.8
Caretaker of child or t ncapact tared

adult a 2,588 34.9
Reclpt ent of Unmploy_nt Insurance (UI) 223 3.0
Participant tn drug addiction or

alcoholic treament program 21 0.3
Employ_ full-time b 492 6.6
Student _ 1/ 0.2

Unknown 19 --
t

Total 7,487 100.0

Source: August 1982 Food Stamp Quality Control sample.

aIncludesboth caretakers of children,under 12 and caretakers of
children under t8 where another able-bodied parent is registered for work
or exemptedbecause of employment.

bEmployed at 1east 30 hours per week or receivingweekly earnings
equal to or greater than the Federal minimum wage multiplied by 30 hours.

CEnrolled at least half-time in a recognizedschool, training
program,or institutionof higher education.

dpercentof those with known work r_istration status of household
head.
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Table 38

DISTRIBUTIONOF PARTICIPANTSBY WORK REGISTRATIONSTATUS

Nu_nberof Percent of .
Work RegtstrattonStatus Parttctpants Parttctpantsa

(ooo)
i

Required to register for work 2,130 10.4%
Exempt fromwork registration: 18,339 89.6

Less than 18 or over 60 years old 11,865 58.0
Dtsabl ed 1,155 5.6
WIN parttctpant 598 2.9
Caretaker of child or incapacitated
adulta 3,629 17.7

Recipientof UnemploymentInsurance (UI) 272 1.3
Participantin drug addiction or 26 .1

alcoholictreatmentprogram
Employed ful1-ttmeb 689 3.4
Student c 104 .5

Unknown 245 --
Total 20,713 100.0

i

Source: August 1982 Food Stamp Quality Control sample.

aIncludes both caretakers of children under 12 and caretakers of
children under 18 where another able-bodiedparent is registered for work
or e_emptedbecause of employment.

bEmployed at least 30 hours per week or receivingweekly earnings
equal to or greater than the Federal minimum wage multiplied by 30 hours.

CEnrolled at least half-time in a recognized school,training
program,or institutionof higher education.

dpercent of those with known work registrationstatus.
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Table 39

DISTRIBUTIONOF HOUSEHOLDSAND BENEFITS
FOR HOUSEHOLDS WITH AND WITHOUT EARNED INCOME

Households Benelfts
Number Percentb Value Percentb
(000) (DO0)

i

Households Wtth*=Earn ed Incomea 1,316 17.6% $152,297 ].9.5%

Households Wtth No Earned Income 6,157 82.4 628,254 80.5

Unknown 15 -- 1,649 --

Total 7,487 100.0 782,201 100.0

. Source: August 1982 Food Stamp Quality Control sample.

aEarned income includes wages, salaries, self-employment, and farm
in'come

bpercent of those wi th known income status.
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Table 40

AVERAGEVALUE OF SELECTEDCHARACTERISTCSFOR
HOUSEHOLDSWITH AND WITHOUTEARNEDINCOMEa

Households With Households With
Earned Incomeb No Earned Income

i

Gross Monthly Income $543 $316

Net Monthly Incane $327 $179

Total Oeducttons c $224 $145

Countable Resources $ 68 $ 56

Monthly Benefit $116' $102

Household Size 3.7 2.6

Certification Period (months) 5.4 8.0

Source: August 1982 Food Stamp Quall_ Control sample.

aExcludes households where presence of earned income is not known.

beamed income includes wages, salaries, self-employment, and farm
income.

CIncludes earned income, dependent care, excess shelter, medical, and
standard deduction (see Appendix C).
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Tabl · 41

HUMBERANDPERCENTAGEOF HOUSEHOLDSWIIH AND WITHOUT
EARNEDINCOMEFOR SELECTEDCHARACTERISTICSa

im

Households Wtth Households Wlth
Earned Incomeb No Earned Income

Households With: Number Percentg Number Percentg
(000) (000)

ii

Zero Gross Income 0 0.0% 579 9.4%

Zero Net Income 182 13.8 1,231 20.0
/.

Mtntmum Beneftt c " ' 21 2.1 537 8.7

Elderly d 94 7.1 1,373 22.3

Children e 978 74.3 3,371 54.8

School Age Children f 792 60.2 2,509 40..8

Source: August 1982 Food Stamp Quality Control sampte, "

aExcludes households where presence of earned tncome i s not known.

beamed income includes wages, salaries, self-employment, and farm
t ncowe.

CMtnimum benefit is $10 for one- and two-person households.

dHouseholdswith at least one member age 60 or more.

eHouseholdswith at least one member age 17 or less.

fHouseholdswith at least one member age 5 to 17.

gPercent figures do not add to I00 because a householdcan have more
than one of the characteristicsincluded in the table.
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Tabl · 42

COMPARISONOF DISTRIBUTION OF PARTICIPATING HOUSEHOLDSON
SELECTEDCHARACTERISTICSFORHOUSEHOLDSWITH ANDWITHOUT

EARNEDI NCOI_a

Households wi th Househol ds wi th
Earned Incomeb No Earned Income

Number Percent Number Percent
(000) (000)

Household Si ze
1 - 2 . 373 28.3% 3,454 56.2
3 - 4 .... 532 40.4 1,966 32.0
5+ 411 31.2 730 11.9

Gross Income
None I 0.1 579 9.4

$ 1 - 99 55 4.2 143 2.3
100- 199 108 8.2 707 11.5
200 - 299 113 8.6 1,464 23.8.
300 - .299 150 ' 11.4 1,531 24.9
400 - 499 136 10.3 847 13.8
500+ 753 57.3 879 14.3 ,

Net Income
None 182 13.8 1,231 20.0

$ 1 - 99 126 9.6 1,120 I8.2
100- 199 150 11.4 1,448 23.6
200 - 299 192 14.6 1,071 17.4
300 - 399 1.90 14.4 639 10.4
400 - 499 177 13.5 319 5.2
500+ 299 22.7 323 5.3

Benefl t s
$ 10 or less 32 2.5 550 8.9

11 - 50 172 13.1 1,044 17.0
51 - 100 455 34.6 _ 1,821 29.6

101 - 200 497 37.8 2,158 35.1
201 - 300 120 9.1 476 7.7
301+ 29 3.0 103 1.7

Total 1,316 100.0 6,1.57 i00.0

Source: August 1982 Food Stamp Quality Control sample.

aExcludeshouseholdswhere presence of earned income is not known.

bEarned income includeswages, salaries,self-employment, and farm
income.
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Table 43

DISTRIBUTIONOF HOUSEHOLDSAND 8EI_EFITS FOR
HOUSEHOLDSWITH ELDERLYAND NO ELDERLY

! m I

H_sehol ds Beneft ts
Number Percent Value Percent
(ooo) (ooo)

HouseholdsWith Elderlya 1,469 19.6% $60,442 7.7%

Households With No Elderly 6,018 80.4 721,159 92.3

Total 7,487 100.0 782,201 100.0

Source:. August 1982 Food Stamp Quality Control sample.

aHouseholds with at least one member age 60 or more.
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Table 44

AVERAGEVALUESOF SELECTEDCHARACTERISTICSFOR
HOUSEHOLDSWITH ELDERLYAND NO ELDERLY

i ii
ii

House_l ds With House_l ds With
Elderly a No E1derly

Gross Monthly Incme $360 $355

Net Monthly Inc_e $216 $202

Total Deductions b $140 $163

Countable Resources c $145 $ 37

Monthly Benefit $ 41 $120

Household Stze 1.6 3.1

Certification Period (_nths) 10.2 6.9

ii

/

Source: August 1982 Food Samp Quality 'Control sample.

aHouseholds with at least one member age 60 or more.

blncludes earned income, dependent care, excess shelter, medical, and
standard deduction(see Appendix C).

CAt the time these data were collected,the resource limit for most
householdswas $1,500. Households of two or more, at least one of whom was
age 60 or older, were allowed up to $3,000.
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Tab1· 45

NUMBERANDPERCENTAGEOF HOUSEHOLDSWITHELDERLYAND
NOELDERLYFORSELECTEDCHARACTERISTICS

,u i

Households Wtth Households*With
E1derly a No E1derly

Households wi th: Number Percente Number Percent e
(ooo) (ooo)

i

Zero Gross Income Z5 1.7 555 9.2

Zero Net Income ; 107 7.3 1,305 21.7
nimumBeneftt b 433 29.5 131 2.2

Chi1drenc 162 11.0 4,198 69.8

School Age Chtldren d 149 !O.Z 3,162 52.5

i i

Source: August 1982 Food StampQuallt_ Control semple.

aHouseholds with at least one memberage 50 or more.
I

bMtntmumbeneftt ts $10 for one and two person households.

CHouseholdswtth at least one me_er age 17 or less.

dHouseholds with at least one memberage 5 to 17.

epercent ftgures do not add to 100 because a household can have more than
one of the characteri stics included t n the table.



77

Table 46

COMPARISONOF DISTRIBUTION OF PART[CIPATTNGHOUSEHOLDSON
SELECTEDCHARACTER[STICSFOR HOUSEHOLDSWITH ELDERLY

AND NOELDERLY

Householdswith Elderlya Households with No Elderly
Number Perc_t Number Percent
(000) (000)

i

Househol d Size
I - 2 1,292 88.0% 2,536 42.3
3 - 4 128 8.7 2,371 39.5
5+ 48 3.3 1 ,og4 18.2

Gross Income
None 25 1.7 555 9.3

$ I - 99 16 1.1 182 3.0
100- 19g 43 2.9 772 12.9
200 - 299 396 27.0 1,181 19.7
300 - 399 558 38.1 1,123 18.7
400 - 499 253 17.3 729 12.2
500+ 176 12.0 1,458 24.3

Net Income
None 107 7.3 1,304 21.7

$ I - gg 212 14.4 1,034 17.2
100 - 199 419 28.6 1,179 19.7
200 - 299 393 26.8 870 14.5
300 - ;399 210 14.3 620 10.3
400 - 499 66 4.5 430 7.2
500+ 59 4.0 562 9.4

Beneft ts
$ 10 or less 437 298 1,145 2.4

11 - 50 598 40.1 618 10.3
51 - 100 303 20.6 1,974 32.9

101 - 200 114 7.8 : 2,541 42.4
201 - 300 9 0.6 587 9.8
301+ 7 0.5 136 2.3

Total 1,469 IO0.D 6,018 100.0
i i

Source: August 1982 Food Stamp Quality Control sample.

aH_sehoids with at least one member age 60 or more.
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Teble 47

DISTRIBUTIONOFHOUSEHOLDSANDBENEFITSFOR
HOUSEHOLDSWITHDISABLEDANDNO DISABLED

i

Households Benefl ts
Number Percent b Valu· Percent b
(000) ( 000)

i

Households Wtth Disabled a 491 6.6% $35,116 4.5%

Households With Ho 0t sabled 6,984 93.4 /45,818 95.5

Unknown 12 -- 1,267 --

Total 7,487 100.0 182,201 100.0

i

Source: August 198Z Food Stamp Qualtl;y Control sample.

aHouseholds with SSI income and no memberage 60 or more.

bpercent of those households wi th known di sabtll t;y status of
members.

l
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Table 48

AVERAGEVALUESOF SELECTEDCHARACTERISTICSFOR
HOUSEHOLDSWITH DISABLED ANDNO DISABLED

i

Househol ds WIth Households Wtth
01sabl eda No Ol sabl ed

· i

Gross Monthly Income S418 $352

Net Monthly "Income $259 $201

Total Deduction b $144 $160

Countabl · Resources $5g $58

Monthly Benefit $72 $107

Household Size (persons) 2.5 2.8

Certification Period (months) 8.g 7.5

i i

Source: August 1982 Food Stamp Quality Control sample.

&Households with SSI income and no member age 60 or more.
i

blncludes earned incase, dependent care, excess shelter, medical,
and standard deduction (see Appendix C).
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Table 49

HUMBER.AND PERCENTAGEOF HOUSEHOLDSWITH DISABLED AND
NODISABLED FOR SELECTEDCHARACTERISTICS

Households Wtth Househol ds Wtth
DI sabl eda No Dt sabl ed

Househol ds Wtth: Number Percent Number Percent
(ODD) (ODD)

~.

Zero Gross Income 0 0.0% 580 8.3%

Zero Net Income 34 6.8 1,379 19.8

Mintmum Benefi_ 67 13.6 497 7.1

Chi 1drenc 20 7 42.2 4,14 5 59.3

School Age Chtldren d 182 37.1 3,122 44.7

Source: August 1982 Food Stamp Qualtty Control sample.

· aHouseholds with SSI t ncome and no member age 60 or more.

bMlntmum benefit is $10 for one- and two-person households.

CHouseholds with at least one member age 17 or less,

dHouseholds with at least one member age 5 to 17.
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Table 50

COMPARISON OF DISTRIBUTIONOF PARTICIPATINGHOUSEHOLDS ON
SELECTED CHARACTERISTICSFOR HOUSEHOLDSWITH DISABLED

AND NO DISABLED

nl ii
I I

Households With Disableda Households. With No Disabled
Number Percent Number Percent
(ooo) (ooo)

m

NOuseho1d Size
I - 2 300 61.2% 3,527 50.6%
3 - 4 115 23.4 2,384 34.2
5+ : 76 15.4 1,067 15.3

Gross [ncome
None * * 580 8.3

$ 1 - 99 ** 0.1 197 2.8
100- 199 11 2.3 804 11.5
200 - 299 163 33.2 1,415 20.3
300- 399 109 22.3 1,572 22.5
400 - 499 69 14.1 914 13.1
500+ 138 28.1 1_496 21.4

l

Net Income
None 34 6J8 1,378 19.8

$ 1 - 99 70 14.3 1,176 16.9
100 - 199 134 27.3 1,464 21.0
200- 299 79 16.1 1,184 17.0
300 - 399 65 13.3 765 11.0
400 - 499 53 10.7 444 6.4
500+ 56 11.5 565 8.1

Benefits
$ 10 or less 67 13.6 515 7.4

11 - 50 174 35.4 1,042 14.9
51- 100 136 27.7 2,140 30.7

101 - 200 89 18.1 : 2,566 36.8
201 - 301 21 4.3 575 8.2
301+ 4 0.8 139 2.0

Total 491 100.0 6,9 84 100.0

Source: August 1982 Food Stamp Quality Control sample.

aHouseholdswith SSI income and no member age 60 or more.

*Less than 500 households.
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T_le 51

DISTRIBUTIONOFHOUSEHOLDSANDBENEFITSFOR
HOUSEHOLDSWITHCHZLDREN,SCHOOLAGE

CHILDREN,ANDNOCHILDREN

Households Benefl ts
Numer Percent Va1ue Percent
(000) (000)

Households With Chi1drena 4,360 58.2_ 620,032 79.3%

HouseholdSSB 12 Tf
(r) Tj 65Tf
(l) Tj 30 0 TD /SSB 12 Tf
(ds) Tj 93 0 TD (B) Tj
/SSR 12 Tf
(ene) Tj
/SSB-
(OUSE) Tj
/SSR 12 T-
-426 0 TD
02ENseneSR 12 Tf
(0) Tj 68 1
(0) THTf
(ds)(Per) T0 0 TD /SSB 12 Tf
(S9o TD
02T1(CH) 9) Tj
-1054 0 TDSo 12 Tf
(,032) Tj 75 0

HouseholdsEhB

o-28 12 Tf  Tf 9O44Tf9-
t8 HB92 12 ITf
(o-/SSB82 T1(CH) 9O-44Tf16012 Tfs 5 T-
-
j 6 TD /SSB bSR 12 Tf
(0) Tj 68 1
(0) THTf
(ds)(Per) T0 0 TD /SSB 12 Tf09Tj 60 Tf
(s) 0 TD /S
/SSB 12 TfSl/SS2 12 ) Tj
/SSR 12 Tf2 T-
-
j 37 0S
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Table 52

AVERAGEVALUESOF SELECTEDCHARACTERISTICSFOR
HOUSEHOLDSWITH CHILDREN, SCHOOLAGE CHILDREN, AND

NO CHILDREN

i

Households Wtth Households Wtth School Households Wi th
Children a Age Children b No Children

Gross Monthly _come $406 $431 $287

Net Monthly Income $240 $263 $156

Total Deductions c $166 $166 $148

Countable Resources $ 36 $ 40 $ 90

Monthly Benefit $142 $150 $ 52

Household Size 3.7 4.0 1.5

CertificationPeriod 6.6 6.5 8.9

Source: August 1982 Food Stamp Quality Control sample.

atiouseholdswith at least one member age 17 or less.

bHouseholdswith at least one member age 5 to 17.

Clncludes earned income, dependent care, excess shelter,medical, and
standard deduction (see Appendix C).
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Table 53

NUMBERANDPERCENTAGEOF HOUSEHOLDSWITH CH[LDREN, SCHOOLAGE
CHILDREN, AND NOCHILDRENFOR SELECTEDCHARACTERISTICS

Househol ds With Households With Households Wtth
Chtldren c School Children d No Chtldren

Househoi ds yi th: Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent
(000) (000) (000)

Zero Gross [ncme 230 5.3 169 5.1 350 11.2

Zero Net Income 561 12.9 392 11.8 851 27.2

l_i ntmum Benefit a 23 0.5 13 0.4 541 17.3

El derly b 162 3.7 149 4.5 1,307 41.8

School Age Children d 3,311 75.9 3,311 100.0 0 0.0

Source: August 1982 Food Stamp Quallt;y Control staple.

aMtnlmum beneftt Is $10 for one and 1_o person households.

bHouseholds wtth at least one member age 60 or more.

CHouseholds wtth at least one member age 17 or less.

dHouseholds _th at least one member age 5 to 17.



Table 54

COMPAR]SONOF D]STR[BUT]ONOF PART[C]PAT[NGHOUSEHOLDSON SELECTEDCHARACTERISTICS
FORHOUSEHOLDSWITH CHILDREN, SCHOOLAGECH[LDREN, AND NOCHILDREN

Households Idtth Households Wtth School Households #t th No
Chi ldren Age Ch11dren Ch11dren

Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent

(_ooo) (0oo) '. (0o0)

Household Stze
I - 2 1,012 23.3 532 16.1 2,815 90.2
3 - 4 2,265 52.1 1,741 52.8 234 7.5
5+ 1,069 24.6 1,026 31.1 73 2.3

Gross Income
None 230 5.3 169 5.1 350 11.2

$ I - 99 63 1.4 41 1.3 135 4.3 ..,
100- 199 357 8.2 223 6.8 458 14.7
200- 299 830 19.1 528 16,0 748 24.0
300- 399 g68 22.3 . 71g 21.8 713 22.8
400 - 499 615 14.2 , 516 15.6 368 11.8
500+ 1,283 29.5 1,102 33.4 350 11.2

Net Income
None 561 12.9 392 11.9 851 27.3

$ 1- 99 721 16.6 454 13.8 526 16.9
100- 199 930 21.4 640 19.4 668 21.4
200- 299 730 16.8 595 ' 18.0 534 17.1
300- 399 526 12.1 452 13.7 304 9.8
400- 499 365 8.4 307 9.3 131 4.2
500+ 514 11.8 459 13.9 108 3.4

Beneft ts
$ 10 or less 33 0.8 21 0.6 549 17.6

11 - 50 229 5.3 179 5.4 986 31.6
51 - 100 g91 22.8 641 19.4 1,286 41.2

101 - 200 2,365 54.4 1,784 54.1 290 9.3
201 - 300 588 13.5 535 16.2 8 0.3
301+ 141 3.3 138 4.2 2 0.1

Total 4,360 100.0 3,311 100.0 3,127 100.0 ooLn
i

Source: August 1982 Food Stamp qualtt3 C&ntrol sample.
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, Tabl · 55

COMPAR[SONOFAVERAGEVALUESOFSELECTEDCHARACTER[ST[CSFOE:
AUGUST1982, AUGUST1981, AUGUST1980, ANDNOVEMBER1979

November August August August
1979 1980" 1981 1982

Gross Monthly [ncome $314 $326 $349 $356

Net Monthly Income $196 $194 $196 $205

Total Deduction $132b $[48c _69 d $159d

Countable Resources $ 65 $ 66 $ 62 $ 58

Monthly Benefit $ 82 $ 89 $103 _05
Household Size 2.7 2.8 2.7 2.8

Source: August 1982 Food StampQua11_ Control sample.
August 198Z Food Stamp Qualtt_ Control sample.
August 1980 Food StampQuallty Control sample.
Novemberlg 79 Survey of Food StampHousehol_ Character1 sttcs.

aExcludes Alaska and Hawatt.

bIncludes earned Income, dependent care, excess shelter, and $70
standard deduction.

CIncludes earned t ncome, dependent care, excess shelter, medtcal, and
$75 standard deduction.

dIncludes earned tnceme, dependent care, excess shelter, medtcal, and
standard deduction (see Appendtx C).
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Tab] e 56

COMPARISONOF PERCENTAGEOF HOUSEHOLDSWITH
SELECTEDCHARACTERISTICSFOR AUGUST1982, AUGUST1981,

AUGUST1980, AND NOVE:MBF.R ],979

i i
jim i

Percent of All Households
Households with: November 19/9 August I980 a August 1981 August 1982

Zero Gross Income . 6.9% 8.1% 7.3% 7.8%

Zero Net Income 12.6 16.6 18.7 18.9

Minimum Benefl t 7.8 6.9 5.6 7.5

E1derly b 24.2 22.6 20.9 19.6

Chi l dren c 51.4 59.9 56.4 58.2

School Age Chtldren d 38.5 44.4 41.5 44.2
i i ·

Source: August 1982 Food Stamp Qualt_ Control sample.
August 1981 Food Stamp Qualt ty Control sample.
August 1980 Food Stamp Qualtty Control sample.
November 1979 Survey of Food Stamp Household Characteristics.

i

aExcludes Alaska and Hawaii.

bHouseholdswith at least one member age 60 or more.

Cln November I979, householdsof three or more, at least one of whom is age 17 or less.
In August 1980, 1981 and I982, householdswith at least one member age 17 or less.

din November 1979, householdsof three or more, at least one of whom is age 5 to 17.
In August 1980, 1981 and 1982, householdswith at least one member age 5 to 17.
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Appendix A
Office of Management and Budget and Bureau of the Census

Poverty Income Guidelines a ,

OMB

Household Continental
Size U.S. Alaska Hawaii

m

! $ 4,680 $ 5,880 $ 5,360
2 6,220 7,800 7,140
3 7,760 9,720 8,920
4 ' 9,300 11,640 10,700
5 10,840 13,560 12,480
6 12,380 15,480 14,260
7 F..:-"· 13,920 17,400 16,040
8b 15,460 19,320 17,820

i

Bureau of the Census
i

Household Annual Income Monthly
Size Continental U.S. Equivalent

I

mm

1 $ 4,go1 $ 408
2 6,281 523
3 7,693 641
4 9,862 822
5 11,684 974
6 13,207 1,101
7 15,036 1,253
8 16,719 1,393
g+ 19,698 1,642

Source: Office of Management and Budget; Bureau of the Census,
Department of Commerce.

Annual income for nonfarm families.

households with more than eight members, add $1,540 in the
Continental U.S.; $1,920 in Alaska; and $1,780 in Hawaii for each
additional person.
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Appendix 8

Maxtmum Allowable Net and Gross Monthly Food Stamp Income
Eligibility Standards in August 1982 a

m

Continental U.S.,
Puerto Ri co, Guam

Household and
Size the Virgin Islands Alaska ,Hawaii

. Net Gross Net Gross Net Gross
Income Income Income Income Income Income

i $_: 390 $ 507 $ 490 $ 637 $ 450 $ 585
2 519 675 650 845 597 776
3 647 841 810 1,053 745 969
4 775 1,008 970 1,261 892 1,160
5 704 .. 1,175 1,130 1,469 1,040 1,352
6 1,032 1,342 1,290 1,677 1,187 1,543
7 1,180 1,534 1,450 1,885 1,335 1,736
8b 1,289 1,676 1,810 2,093 1,482 1,927

Source: Food and Nutrition Service, USOA.

a The food stamp net income standards are equal to the OMB
poverty income guidelines (Appendix A) divided by 12,
rounded up to the nearest dollar. Gross income standards are equal
to 130 percent of net income standards.

bFor households with more than eight members, add $129 in the
Continental U.S., Puerto Rico, Guam, and the Virgin Islands;
5160 in Alaska; and $142 in Hawaii for each additional person.
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Appendix C

Value of Standard and Maximum Dependent Care/
Excess Shelter Deductions in Continental United

States and OUtlying Areas in August 1982

i m

Dependent Care/
Area Standard Excess Sheltera

mi

Continental U.S. $ 85 $115
Alaska 145 200
Hawaii 120 165
Guam 170 140
Virgin Islands 75 85

i i

Source: Food and Nutrition Service, USDA.

a Limit on combined dependent care/excess shelter deduction for
households with no member age 60 or more or receiving SSI or
Social Security disability payments.
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Appendix O

Value of Maximum Coupon Allotment (Thrifty Food Plan) in
Continental United States and Outlying Areas

in August 1982

i

Household Continental Virgin
Size United Statesa Alaska Hawaii Guam Islands

i i

1 $ 70 $108 $ g5 $101 $ 88
2 " 128 197 175 185 161
3 183 293 250 265 230
4 233 359 318 337 292
5 -,...277 426 378 400 347
6 .... 332 512 453 480 416
7 367 565 501 531 460
8b 419 646 57Z 607 526

i i m

Source: Program records, Food and Nutrition Service.

a Excludes Alaska and Hawaii.

b For households with more than eight members, _dd $53 in the
Continental United States, $81 in Alaska, $72 in Hawaii, $76 in '
Guam, and $66 in the Virgin Islands for each additional person.
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APPENDIX E

SOURCE AND RELIABILITY OF ESTIMATES

Background The summary tables are derived from a sample of
households selected for review as part of the Food
Stamp Quality Control (QC) System. This system is an
ongoing review of food stamp household circumstances
to determine {1) if households are eligible for
participation and receiving the correct coupon
allotment or (2) if household participation is
correctly denied or terminated. The system is based
on a national probability sample of approximately
.45,000 participating food stamp households and a
somewhat smaller number of denials and terminations
every six months. The national sample of
participating households is stratified by the 50
States, the Oistrict of Columbia, Guam, and the
Virgin Islands. Semiannual State samples range from
a minimum of 150 to a maximum of 1200 reviews
depending on the size of the State's caseload. State
agencies select an independent sample each month
whose size is generally proportiona] to the size of
the monthly participating caseload. * The survey
reported here relies on the August 1982 Food Stamp
Quality Control sample of participating households·

Target Universe The target universe of this study included all
participating households {active cases) subject to
quality control review in August lg82 in the 50
States and the District of Columbia. The August 1982
participating caseload in Guam and the Virgin Islands
was also sampled, but these results are not included
in the tabulations.

While almost all participating.food stamp households
are included in the target universe, certain types
not amenable to QC review are not. Specifically, the
active universe includes all households receiving
food stamps during a review period except those in
which the participants died or moved outside the
State, received benefits !by a disaster certification
authorized by FNS, received benefits under a 60-day
continuation of certification, were under
investigation for Food Stamp Program fraud {including
those with pending fraud hearings), were appealing a

ii i

I Several 'States have integrated the Food Stamp,
AFDC, and Medicaid QC sample selection and review
process. In these States, monthly sample size is not
necessarily proportional to monthly caseload size.
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notice of adverse action when the review date fell
within the time period covered by continued
participation pending a hearing, or received restored
benefits in accordance with the State manual but who
were otherwise ineligible. The sampling unit within
the active universe is the food stamp household as
defined in a State manual.

Weighting The tabulations in this report are based on a total
of 6,936 valid observations, z The sample findings
have been weighted by the number of participating
households in August lg82 as reported in the Food
Stamp Program Statistical Summary of Operations:

-August [982 (April 12, 1983). The case record
weights in Colorado, Georgia, Illinois, Oregon, and
Wisconsin were adjusted to reflect the dispropor-
tionate integrated QC sample designs in those States.
Further adjustments were made to account for missing
data from Georgia, Michigan, Minnesota and Texas.

Comparison to The following table presents a comparison of the
Participation preliminary estimates to aggregate program
Data participation data (excluding Guam and the Virgin

Islands) in the Food Stamp Program Statistical
Summary of Operations for August 1982
(April I2, 1983):

Statistical
Summary of August 1982
Operations qc Sample

Number of Households3 7,487,161 7,486,90
Number of Participants 20,434,414 20,713,599
Value of Benefits 786,580,763 782,201,629
Average Household Size 2.73 2.78
Average Bonus per Person $ 38.4g $ 37.62

Completion Failure to complete reviews for all cases selected
Rates subject to review can bias the sample results if the

characteristics of unreviewed households are
significantly different from those of reviewed

2 Approximately 21 cases were deleted from the
sample because they contained incomplete or
inconsistent information. Sample weights were
adjusted proportionately within each State to account
for these deletions.

3 This estimate was constrained by an adjustment to
the sample weights.
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households. While there are no direct measures of
such differences, the ratio of valid observations to
sample cases selected for review provides an
indication of the magnitude of any potential bias.
The expected number of cases subject to review in the
August 1982 sample (equal to one-sixth of all cases
reported as subject to review during April-September
1982), the number of valid observations, and the
estimated completion rates are shown below:

. 50 States and D.C.

Number of cases selected
subject to review 8,402

Number of cases completed 6,946

Estimated completion rate 82.6 %

This rate compares quite favorably with other surveys
of this nature.

I
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